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Hiftorical Regifter. 


NumBeER LXXI. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


sit UR laft aagcluded with the Inland Duty, 
ei or Excifé Bill on Tobacco ; $ next occur 
— two following memorable Pieces,which 


ferted ; they make, indeed, a late Ap- 
: pearance, but are of fo important a Na- 
ture in the Eye of the Publick, we fhould be wanting 
to the curious Reader, fhould we decline them on that 
Score. Before then we begin with our Journal of lait 
Seffion of Parliament, we premife firft with 


The Proteft of the Lords in Parliament, relating to the 
Application of the Sinking Fund. 


Die Merturii, 30 Maii, 1733. 
Moved to refolve, 
HAT it is the Opinion of this Houfe, that the 
Produce of the Sinking Fund fhould be apply’d, 
for the future, towards redeeming fuch Taxes as are 
moft grievous to the Subje&t, oppreffive to the Manufac- 
turer, and detrimental to Trade. 
Which being objefted to, and Debate had concerning 
the fame. 
The Queftion was put upon the faid Motion, 
And it was refolv’d in the Negative. 


¥ 
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Diffent? 

1. Becaufe we conceive that it would have been ex- 
tremely for the Honour of the Houfe, and for the Ser- 
vice of the Publick, to have enter’d this Refolution in 
our Books, ata Time when we have fo far confented, 
in Compliance with the Houfe of Commons, to a Bill 
by which near half a Million coileéted for the Sinking 
Fund, in feveral Years, is appropriated to the Service 
of the prefent Year. 

2. Becaufe the Sinking Fund, being compofed of the 
Surplufages of Funds originally granted, as Securities 
to the Creditors of the Publick ; and thefe Surplufages 
arifing chiefly from a Reduétion to 4 per Cent. of the 
Intereft granted them, for the moft part at the Rate of 
6 per Cent. we cannot but think, that this Saving ought 
to be apply’d according to the moft inviolable Rules of 
Equity, and according to the known Defign, and the 
repeated and folemn Engagements of Parliament, to a 
gradual Difcharge of the Principal due to thefe Creditors 
of the Publick, who have parted with a Third of their 
Revenue in this View, and upon this Confidence. 

3. Becaufe we apprehend, that the Method of apply- 
ing large Proportions of the Sinking Fund to the Ser- 
vice of the current Year, mutt in Effeét perpetuate the 
Debts and Taxes which lie on the Nation, and is there- 
fore injurious to the Publick. Had this whole Fund 
been ftriftly apply’d from the Beginning to its proper 
Ufe, we think it may be demonftrated, not only that 
much more of the National Debt might have been dif 
charged, but that thofe Taxes, which are moft oppref- 
five to the Poor, and moft prejudicial to Trade, might 
have been already taken off, fince upwards of 480,000/. 
per Ann. belonging, as we conceive, to this Fund, has 
been apply’d to other Ufes. 

4- Becaufe we apprehend that it cannot be for the 
Good of the Nation, nor confequently for the Honour 
ef Parliament, to feparate thofe Interefls in the parti- 
cular Appropriations of the Sinking Fund, which are 
fo wifely and fo juftly united in the original and gene- 
ral Defign of it, the Intereft of the Nation, and the In- 
tereft of the Proprietors of the Nation’s Debts ; the 
former was intended to be eafed, and for that Purpofe 
the latter were to be clear’d as foon as pofiible. If it 
be faid therefore, that the Creditors of the Publick do not 
defire to be cleared any fafler than they are ‘in the pre- 
fent Method, nor objc& tg the Application of Part of 
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the Sinking Fund to other Ufes, we apprehend that no 
Argument which ought to avail in the Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, can refult from fuch an Affertion, becaufe we . 
conceive, that in every Inftance of this Kind, in every 
Application of the Sinking Fund, or of any of it, we 
are to look on ourfelves, as obliged, not only to be 
juft to the Creditors of the Publick, but to be careful of 
the Eafe of the People, to keep the particular and gene- 
ral Interefts united as they originally were, not to fever 
them. If in Fa& the Creditors of the Publick do not 
obje&t to the Application of fuch large Proportions of 
the Sinking Fund to ether Ufes than to the Payment of 
the Debts, it may be faid, that no Injuftice is done 
them by any fuch Application, according to the known 
Maxim, Volenti ron fit Injuria; nay, it may be deem’d 
for their private Interefl, to have fuch beneficial Mortga- 
ges continued to them as long as poffible ; and they may 
defire therefore not to be cleared any fafter than they are 
likely to be in the prefent Method ; but we apprehend 
that it cannot be for the Intereft of the Nation to have 
thefe Mortgages continued any longer than is abfolutely 
neceflary to difcharge the Debts fecured by them, and 
that we, by Confequence, who are Truftees for the Peo- 
ple, ought to defire and endeavour that the Debts may 
be difcharged, and the Load of Mortgages may be re- 
mov’d as foon as poffible. In this Manner, publick 
Faith would be ftri€tly kept, Juftice would be done, no 
Injuftice could be done to the Creditors of the Publick : 
In the other Method, and by diverting fuch large Por- 
tions of the Sinking Fund, if it fhould be granted, that 
no prefent Injuftice was done to the Proprietors of thefe 
publick Debts; yet muft it be allow’d, as we appre- 
hend, that great Injury is done to the Nation, unlefs it 
can be proved, that the unneceffary Continuation of 
Debts and Taxes is a National Benefit. 

5. Becaufe we conceive that if the whole Produce of 
the Sinking Fund were not to be apply’d to the Dif- 
charge of the publick Debts, it would be much more 
for the Eafe of Frade and Advantage of the Nation, that 
fome of thofe grievous Taxes out of which it arifes, 
fhou!d ceafe, than that they fhould be continu’d to fup- 
ply the current Service at 4 per Cent. which might cer- 
tainly be fupply’d by other Ways at a cheaper Rate 5 
thefe Taxes are not only grievous in themfelves, but al- 
moft intolerable, by the Manner of colle&ting them un- 
der the Laws of Excife; Laws fo oppreflive to the Sub- 
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je&, and fo dangerous to Liberty, that every Man who 
wifhes well to his Country, muft, in our Opinion, defire 
to fee them puta fpeedy Endto. Moft of thefe Taxes 
were laid during the Neceflity of twolong and expenfive. 
Wars, and were granted only for Terms of Years, that 
fo the Principal and Intereft of the Loans made on them 
might be paid off ina certain limited Time. Thus the 
Nation confented to pay in fome Manner a double Tax, 
in order to avoid the long and uncertain Continuance of 
fuch grievous and dangerous Impofitions ; and according 
to the firft Defign, many of them would have been very 
near the Expiration of their Term at this Hour. The 
Wifdom of Parliament, indeed, thought fit to throw 
thefe Taxes, and the Method of difcharging the Pub- 
lick Debts into another Form, which now fubfifts, but 
we cannot conceive that this was done with a View of 
continuing our Taxes and our Debts the longer. On the 
contrary, we are fure it was done in the View of dif- 
charging both the fooner; and it is this very View 
which we apprehend muft be fatally difappointed, if 
the prefent Method of diverting any Part of the Sink- 
ing Fund from the Payment of the Publick Debts, be 
fuffered to continue. 

6. Becaufe we apprehend that this Method may create 
the utmoft Uneafinefs in the Minds ef his Majefty’s Sub- 
je&ts, and may tend, if not timely prevented by the 
Wifdom and Authority of this Houfe, to diminifh their 
Affeftion for his Perfon and Government. Hitherto, 
whilft they have labour’d under the Weight of Taxes, 
and groan’d under the Oppreflion of Excife Laws, the 
Hope of feeing fpeedily an End of both, has been their 
fole Confolation ; but nothing can maintain this Hope, 
except a due Application of the entire finking Fund, to 
the Difcharge of thofe Debts, for the Difcharge of 
which, thefe Taxes were intended and given. If fome 
Part of this Fund therefore continue to be mortgaged off, 
and other Parts to be apply’d to the current Service, 
even in the midft of profound Peace, this Hope mutt fink, 
and Defpair arife in its Stead. We infift with greater 
Concern and Earnefinefs on this Point, from our Obfer- 
vation of what has lately paffed on the Occafion of At- 
tempts made to extend the cruel and arbitrary Methods 
practifed under the Laws of Excife, and naturally and 
neceflarily, as we appreehend, flowing from them. If 
any new Law of this Kind had paffed elfewhere, we 
perftiade ourfelves, it could not have prevail’d in this 
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Houfe : But we think it the more incumbent upon us, 
after fuch an Attempt, and fuch National Refentment 
expreffed againft it, (both which are of publick Noto- 
riety) to promote, as effectually as we are able, the 
Quiet and Happinefs of his Majefty’s Reign, by cut- 
ting off any Hopes or Fears which may be ftill enter- 
tain’d, that fuch a Projett will fome Time or other 
fucceed ; and to this good and Jaudable End, we con- 
ceive, that nothing would have contributed more, than 
fuch a folemn Declaration of the Senfe of this Houfe, 
as is contain’d in the Queftion. 





Bedford, Shaftsbury, Litchfield, 
Craven, P Bridgewater, Sunderland, 
Gainsborough, Ker, Coventry, 
Winchelfea and = Bruce, Strafford, 

Nottingham, Carteret, Bataurft, 
Gower, Masham Thanet. 
Tweedale, 


The Proteft of the Lords in Parliament relating to the En- 
quiry into the Affairs of the South-Sea Company. 


Die Sabbati, 2 Funii 17332. 
HE Houfe being moved to appoint a Committee to 
examine into the Proceedings of the South Sea Com- 


pany, 
‘ After Debate, 

The Queftion was put, Whether a feleé&t Committee 
fhall be appointed, of twelve Lords to be chofen by 
Ballot, to examine into the Tranfattions and Proceed- 
ings of the South-Sea Company, from the fecond Day of 
February, 1720, and te Jay their Report before this 
Houfe? «+ ; 

It was refolved in the Negative. 

Diffent’ , 

1. Becaufe the prefent Debt of the Kingdom, being 
almoft wholly incorporated into the three great Compa- 
nies, it behoves the Legiflature, who are the proper 
Guardians of the Publick Creditors, to take al! poflible 
Care, that they fuffer no Injury in their Eftates by any 
Frauds committed in the Management of them: For 
though the Direétors are chofen by a General Court, 
they are ‘invetted with fuch extenfive Pdwers, that they 
are capable, by abufing their Truft, of doing infinite 
Mifchief to the Proprietors, unlefs their Proceedings 

are 
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are vigilantly watched and Controuled, by that fupreme 
Authority under whofe San&tion they at, and by which 
only fuch Praétices can be effeStually prevented or pu- 
nifhed. 

2. Becaufe this Houfe having been induced, by the 
Reafons before mentioned, to begin an Enquiry into 
the Management of the Sonth-Sea Company, we appre- 
hend that our Honour is engaged to anfwer thofe Ex- 
se which the Publick had fo jufilly conceived 

rom it; and fince the advanced Seafon of the Year will 

not permit us to finifh this Examination, during the 
prefent Seflion of Parliament, we apprehend a Commit- 
tee was the only proper Way left to unravel fuch dark 
and intricate Affairs, which require a very nice Infpec- 
tion into many voluminous Books ; it appearing to us, 
by what we have feen and heard at our Bar, that the 
Accounts of this Company have been kept in a moft 
confufed, irregular, and unwarrantable Manner, in or- 
der, as we apprehend, to conceal Frauds, and defeat all 
Enquiries. 

3. Becaufe the great Diftreffes and Calamities of the 
Year 1720, having been occafioned by the Direftors at 
that Time declaring fuch extragant Dividends, as the 
Company was not able to fupport, the Legiflature have, 
in all their A&ts relating to this Corporation, which 
have paffed fince that Time, taken the utmoft Care to 
prohibit and reftrain the Dire€tors from being guilty of 
the like Pra€tices ; yet notwithftanding this, they have 
-been fo far from taking Warning by the Examples made 
of their Predeceffors, that it appears, by the Accounts 
laid before this Houfe, that although by the Cath which 
came into their Hands, and by the Sale of four Millions 
of Stock to the Bank, and by the Loans of Stuck and 
otherwife, they were fufficiently enabled te pay off the 
Debt of five Millions four Hundred Thoufand Pounds, 
then owing by the Company, as in Juftice and Prudence 
they ought to have done; yet influenced, as we have 
Reafon to believe, by the great corrupt Views of fome 
few, who may have affumed to thenrfelves the whole 
Management of the Affairs of this Corporation, they 
left great Part of their Debt on Bonds at Intereft unpaid, 
and by unwarrantable Dividends out of the Money, in 
order to give a fallacious Value to their Stock, Multi- 
tudes of his Maj@fty’s Subje&ts have been defrauded ; and 
they have, without the Knowledge of the Proprietors, 
not only difipated above two Millions three hundred 
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thoufand Pounds, received from the Direétors Eftates ; 
but they have likewife brought a new Debt of two 
Millions upon the Company, and thereby diminifhed the 
Capital of every Proprietor’s Stock ; by which Means 

_ great Injury and Injuftice have in numerous Inflances 
been done to Orphans, and the Reverfionary Heirs of 
thefe Eftates, to the great Difhonour of the publick 
Faith, and Difcredit of the Nation. 

4. Becaufe, although the DireStors apply’d to Parlia- 
ment in the Year 1727, for their Authority to difpofe 
of the Produce of the Eftates of the forfeiting DireGiors, 
pretended ‘to be then remaining in their Hands, yet it 
appears by the Accounts now before us, that the greateft 
Part of this Money had been before 2&tually divided 
out in extraordinary Dividends, and when, in order to 
give fome Colour to thefe Proceedings, they obtained an 
A& of Parliament to difpofe of thefe Effeéts, they never 
call’d a General Court to acquaint them with the State 
of this Account, or to take their Dire&tions for the Ap- 

lication of any remaining Part of thefe Eftates, not- 
withftanding they were exprefly required fo to do by 
the faid A&. 

5. Becaufe there is Reafon to believe, from a general 
View of the fame Accounts, that there are many Arti- 
cles hitherto unexamined, under which a Multitude of 
Frauds made be conceal’d; fuch as buying, felling, 
creating, and iffuing of Bonds, employing irreguldrly 
the €afh of the Company which lay in their Hands, 
whilft the Proprietors were paying Intereft for Money 
borrow’d of the Bank, in tranfafting Stock abroad, and 
felling fiftitious Stock at Home, with many other Prac- 
tices of the like Nature, too Jong and various to be 
particularly explain’d: For thefe Reafons, we conceive, 
it was abfolutely neceffary to have appointed a Commit- 
tee, as the only Method to diflinguifh the few, who 
probably are criminal, from many Gentlemen who may 
at prefent lie unjuftly under the fame Imputation ; 
efpecially at a Time when a Bill was a€tually depending 
for dividing the Capital of this Company, three Fourths 
into Annuities, and leaving the remaining Quarter to 
be a trading Stock, with a large Debt, and Demands 
upon it unliquidated, and the Value of it confequent- 
ly unknown ; which, fhould it pafs into a Law, will, 
in all probability, promote and encourage the infamous 
Pragtice of Stock-jobbing, to the Ruin of great Num- 
bers of his Majefty’s Subjeéts. 
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6. Becaufe the other Houfe have frequently appointed 
Commiffioners to infpe& the Publick Accounts, during 
the Interval of Parliament, as the only prafticable Me- 
thod of arriving at any Knowledge in fuch Affairs ; 4 
Method, indeed, too much difufed of late Years; we 
therefore apprehend, that no juft Objeftion either was, 
or could be made to a Committee, which is perfe&tly 
agreeable to the Nature of our Conftitution, cannot be of 
any Prejudice to the Company, and being confined to a 
particular Enquiry, can give no Grounds of Apprehen- 
tion to any but thofe who are afraid it may lead to fur- 
ther Difcoveries of iniquitous Contraéts, and corrupt 
Bargains in the Settlement and Tranfaétions of this 
Company, fince the Year 1720, which fome Perfons 
have endeavour’d with fo much Induftry to conceal. . 

7. Becaufe we think it highly expedient at’ this Time 
to vindicate the Publick Faith of the Nation, left Fo- 
reigners fhould be induced, by the many Inftances of 
Fraud and Corruption, which have been of late difco- 
ver’d in other Corporations, fuddenly to withdraw 
their Effe&ts out of our Funds, and thereby totally de- 
firoy publick Credit, and plunge us into inextricable 
Dificulties. 

8. Becaufe the A€ts made Ufe of to divert us from 
our Duty, and defeat this Enquiry, give us Reafons to 
profecute it with frefh Vigour ; for Impunity of Guilt 
(if*any fuch there be) is the ftrongeft Encouragement 
to the Repetition of the fame Pra&tices in future Times, 
by chalking out a fafe Method of committing the moft 
flagitious Frauds, under the Proteétion of fome corrupt 
and all-fereening Minifter. 

g. For thefe Reafons we think ourfelves under an in- 
difpenfable Obligation to vindicate our own Honour, 
by leaving our Teflimonies in the Journals of this 
Houfe, that we are not under the Influence of any 
Man whatfoever, whofe Safety may depend on the Pro- 
teftion of Fraud and Corruption 3 and that we enter’d 
upon this Enquiry with a fincere and juft Defign of 
going to the Bottom of the Evil, and applying to it 
the moft proper and effetual Remedies. : 

Strafford, Shaftsbury, Tweedale, Thanet, 

Suffolk, Craven, Coventry, Chefterfield, 

Masham, Cobham, Stair, Berkjhire, 

Bedford,  Montrofe, Bridgewater, Bruce, 

Bathurft,  Winchelfea& Carteret, ° Gower. 

Litchfield, Nottingham, Marchmont, 





Fournag 
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Fournal of the Proceedings and Debates of laf? Seffion of 
Parliament. 


N the 16th of January laft, both Houfes of Parlia« 

ment met at Weftminfter, according to Prorogation, 

and his Majefty being come to the Houfe of Peers, and 

feated on his Throne, the Commons were fent for as 

ufual ; and his Majefty open’d the Seflions with the fol- 
lowing moft gracious Speech, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, — ; 

T is a great Satisfa€tion to me, that the prefent Situa- 

.tion of Affairs, both at home and abroad, makes it 
unneceffary for me to lay before you any other Reafons 
for my calling you together at this Time ; but the ordi- 
nary Difpatch of the Publick Bufinefs, and that I may 
have an Opportunity of receiving your Advice upon 
. fach Affairs as may occur to you, and fhall require the 
Care and Confideration of Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I will order the proper Officers to lay before you the 
Eftimates for the Service of the current Year; and I 
make no Doubt but that you will, with the fame Chear- 
fulnefs, as I have always experienced in you, effectually 
raife fuch Supplies, as you fhall judge neceflary for the 
Honour, Safety, and Defence of the Kingdom ; and I 
cannot but recommend it to you, as a Confideration 
worthy the Commons of Great Britain, that in all your 
Deliberations, as well upon raifing the annual Supplies, 
as the Diftribution of the Publick Revenues, you pur- 
fue fuch Meafures as will moft conduce to the prefent 
and future Eafe of thofe you reprefent. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You, muft be fenfible, that it is very defirable to give 
all pofiible Difpatch to the Publick Bufinefs, and that 
nothing can give more Weight and Credit to all your 
Refolutions, than to avoid unreafonable Heats and Ani- 
mofities, and not to fuffer yourfelves to be diverted by 
any fpecious Pretences from ftedfaftly purfuing the 
true Intereft of your Country: Let that be your firff 
and principal Care; and the People will be fenfible of 
the Benefits they fhall receive from your Wifdom and 
Refolution in preferring their Eafe and the Publick 
Good, to all other Confiderations. 


z His 
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His Majefty being retired, the Lord Raymond (in the 
Rbfence of the Lord Chancellor, who was ill) reported 
his Majefty’s Speech to the Houfe; and thereupon the 
Right Hon. the Marquefs of Le” made a fhort Speech, 
and moved for an Addrefs to his Majefty, to thank him 
for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne, Gc. which 
Motion was feconded*by the Right Hon. the Lord L—ce, 
and agreed to without any Lord’s offering to {peak againft 
it, or to make any Amendment ; which Addrefs is as 
follows, viz. 





Moft gracious Sovereign, 

‘ E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subje&s, 

the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parlia- 
ment affembled, do, in all Humility return the Thanks 
of this Houfe for your Majefty’s moft gracious Speech 
from the Throne. 

It is owing to the happy Succefs of your Majefty’s 
Counfels and Negotiations, that your Majefty now af- 
fembles your Parliament for no other Reafons but the 
ordinary Difpatch of the Publick Bufinefs'; and your 
Majefty being gracioufly pleafed to exprefs fuch great 
Satisfa@tion in giving us an Opportunity of humbly of- 
fering our Advice to the Throne, upon fuch Affairs as 
fal! require the Care and Confideration of Parliament, 
we think it incumbent on us, in Return, to. confider 
that Part of our Duty to be the higheft Honour and Pri- 
vilege of this Houfe, which, as we have always enjoy’d, 
fo we beg Leave to affure your Majefty, we will never 
abufe. 

We will ufe our utmoft Endeavours to proceed in fuch 
Manner in the fpeedy Execution of the great Truft re- 
pofed in us, that the People may be fully fenfible,- that 
no unreafonable Heats or Animofities fhall delay or in- 
terrupt our Deliberations, and that the true Intereft of 
our Country, the prefent and future Eafe of our Fellow 
Subjeéts, and the Publick Good of Great Britain, thali 
outweigh all other Confiderations, tho’ cover’d by any 
fpecious .Pretences whatfoever. Upon thefe Founda- 
tions, we may be confident, that our Refolutions wilt 
be agreeable to your Majefty, by being ‘beneficial to the 
whole Nation. 


This Addrefs was next Day prefented to his Majefty, 
and his Majefty was pleafed to return the following moft 
gracious Anfwer, 


3 My 
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My Lords, : 

Thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addrefs. As the 
i Eafe of my People and the Publick Good have always 
been my chief Care and Concern, the Zeal that you shew 
for the promoting of them cannot but be very acceptable to 
me, and will moft effectually recommed you to my Favour 
and Proteétion. | 





The Honourable the Commons being returned to their 
own Houfe, and their Seffion conflituted by reading a 
Bill, Mr. Speaker reported to them, that the Houfe ha- 
ving attended his Majefty in the Houfe of Peers, his 
Majefty was pleafed to make a moft gracious Speech to 
both Houfes of Parliament, of which, (to prevent Mi- 
ftakes) he had procured a Copy ; and the fame being 
read, H——-y B—y, Efq; one of the Knights of the 
Shire for the County of C———ge, made a Speech, in 
which (among other Things) he took Notice of the hap- 
py Situation of our Affairs both at home and abroad, and 
that the prefent profound Tranquillity was entirely ow- 
‘dng to his Majefty’s great Wifdom and Conduét, by 
which he had furmounted-all thofe Difficulties, which 
were thrown in his Way by the Enemies of the Nation, 
and had thereby at lait eftablifh’d our Affairs both at 
home and absoad upon a moit firm, and he hoped, a 
lafting Bafis.. That we ow’d a great many Acknowledge 
ments of Thanks to his Majéfty, for his prudent and 
careful Management of our Affairs both at home and 
abroad, and therefore he would bég Leave to move, That 
an humble Addrefs fhould be prefented to his Majeity, 
to return his Majefty the Thanks of that Houfe for his 
moft gracious Speech from the Throne ; to exprefe the 
* Satisfa@ion of that Houfe at the prefent Situation of 
Affairs both at home and abroad ; and to affure his Ma- 
jefty, that that Houfe would, with all poflible Duty to 
his Majefty, and juft Regard and Concern for thofe they 
reprefented, chearfully and effectually raife fuch Sup- 

lies as fhould be neceffary for the Bonour, Safety, and 

fence of his Majefty and his Kingdoms ; and that 
in all their Deliberations upon taifing the annual Sup. 
plies, and the Diftribution of the Publick Revenues 
they would purfue fuch Meafures as would moft conduce 
to the prefent and future Eafe of their Fellow-Subjefts ; 
and that, in order to give the neceflary Difpatch to the 
Publick Bufinefs, and ahat their Proceedings might carry 
with them that Weight and Credit in the Nation which 
Z2 J ought 
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ought always to attend the Refolutions of the Commons 
of Great Britain, they would endeavour to avoid all 
unreafonable Heats and Animofities, and not fuffer them- 
felves to be diverted by any /pecious Pretences whatfo- 
ever, from ftedfaftly purfuing the true Intereft of their 
Country, which fhould upon all Occafions be their firft 
and principal Care. 

This Motion was feconded by F——n K———t, Efq; 
one of the Reprefentatives for the Borough of S——y in 
the County of Suffolk, who likewife made a fhort Speech 
in Praife of his Majefty’s Condu&, and concluded, that 
he hoped the Houfe would be unanimous in agreeing to 
the Addrefs of Thanks moved for by the honourable 
Member who had fpoke before him. 

Sir 7 n Bemmm—d, for the City of London, was 
the firft that ’rofe up and mov’d for an Amendment to 
the faid Motion as follows : 

SIR, 

Shall always be ready to make all proper Acknow- 

ledgments of Thanks to his Majefly ; but there are 
fome Words in the Motion made by the honourable Gen- 
tleman who fpoke firft, which I cannot but take Notice 
ef. Ido not really know what the honourable Gentle- 
man means by the Words, We will endeavour to avoid all 
unreafanable Heats and Animofities, and not /uffer our/elves 
zo be diverted by any [pecious Pretences whatfoever. 1 
hope there never were, nor never wil]l be any unreafo- 
mable Heats or Animofities in this Houfe, nor any fpe- 
cious Pretences made Ufe of by any Gentleman who has 
the Honour to be a Member thereof ; at leaft, I hope, 
that if any Man fhall ever be vain enough to endeavour 
to impofe upon this Houfe, by making Ufe of fpecious | 
Pretences for concealing Defigns which he dare not open- 

-Jy avow, that there will always be in this Houfe Men 
of Underflanding and Integrity fuficient to expofe any 
fuch Attempt, and to render it vain and ridiculous. 
Byt if any Gentleman of the Houfe happens not to like 
what is faid, or what is moved for by another, cannot 
the oppofe it, and give his Reafons for fo doing, without 
being guilty of any unreafonable Heat or Animofity, or 
of making Ufe of fpecious Pretences ; I muft fay, Sir, 
that the defiring fuch Words to be put into our Addrefs 
of Thanks to his Majefty, to me Jooks as if the Gentle- 
man was confcious that there is fomething to be brought 
before us in this Seffion of Parliament, which he fore- 

fees will meet with a warm Oppofition ; and, I hopes 
i 
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if any Thing of anextraordinary Nature is to be brought 
before us, no Gentleman will be precluded by thefe 
Words, or by any Words that can be put into our Ad- 
drefs, from giving his Sentiments freely upon any Que~ 
ftion that may occur. If any Thing fhould happen to 
be propofed in this Houfe, which evidently appears to 
be inconfiftent with the Liberties or the Trade of this 
Nation, I hope the Indignation of every Man that thinks 
fo, will rife againg fuch a Propofition, and that he will 
oppofe it with that honeft Warmth as becomes every 

an who has the Happinefs of his Country really at 
Heart : Such a Warmth is no unreafonable Heat; it 
does not proceed from Animofity, but from that honeft 
Zeal which every Man in this Houfe ought to have for 
the Conftitution of his Country, and for the Liberties 
and Properties uf the People he reprefents. 

But before I fay any Thing more upon this Subje&, 
I mypft take Notice of a preceding Part of the Motion 
made by the honourable Gentleman : He propofes for 
us to fay, That we will raife the Supplies in fuch Manner 
as.will moft conduce to the prefent and future Eafe of the 
Subjeét. Now, there feems to be a great Jealoufy with- 
out Doors, as if fomething were intended to be done in 
this Seflion of Parliament, that may be deftruCtive to 
eur Liberties, and detfimental to our Trade: From 
whence this Jealoufy hath arifen, I do not know ; but it 
is certain that there is fuch a Jealoufy among al! Sorts 
of People, and in ail Corners of the Natiun ; and there- 
fore we ought to take the firft Opportunity to quiet the 
Minds of the People, and to affure them that they may 
depend upon the Honour and Integrity of the Members 
of this Houfe, and that we never will confent to any 
Thing that may have the leaft Appearanee of being de- 
ftrustive to their Liberties, or detrimental to their 
Trade ; for which Reafon I muft move for an Amend- 
ment, and that thefe Words, And fuch as fhall be confi- 
. flent with the Trade, Intereft, and Liberty of the Nation, 
may -be added to what the Honourable Gentleman has 
has already propofed. 

Mr. S§ s for the City of W- r, fpoke next, 
and declared himfelf of the fame Opinion with the honou- 
rable Gentleman who fpoke laft, that he faw no Man- 
ner of Occafion for inferting, that they fhould endeavour 
to avoid all unreafonable Heats and Animofities, nor /uffer 
themfelves to be diverted by any {pecious Pretences ; for 
that "twas never to be prefum’d with Regard to the ho- 
we nourable 
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nourable Houfe, that they fhould fall into any unreafo- 
nable Heats and Animofities, or fuffer themfelves to be 
diverted by fpecious Pretences from ftedfaftly purfuing 
the true Intereft of their Country. Such a Refleftion 
was derogatory to the Honour of the Houfe in general, 
and of that Houfe in particular, who deferved it, in his 
Opinion, as little as any Houfe ever did; nay, "twas 
fomewhat ftrange, that this Houfe, after having fat fo 
quietly for fo many Seflions, and granted fo many confi- 
derable Supplies, fhould at length fo officioufly be put 
in mind of their Duty, and defired to avoid unreafona~- 
ble Heats and Animofities. As for the other Part of the 
Motion, taken Notice of by Sir F——n B a, 
twas his Opinion the Amendment propofed was not 
only very proper, but alfo became abfolutely neceffary 
at that Junéture. 





Mr. S n, for the Borough of N. nin Lancas 
Shire, moved next for a farther Amendment as follows: 


SIR, 

have always been againft long Addreffes ; I am ready 

enough to agree to an Addrefs of Thanks to his Ma- 
jefty for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne; 
but fuch an Addrefs ought to be in the moft concife 
Terms, and the moft general Words: This was the an- 
cient Ufage of Parliament, and I find but few of our 
old Cuftoms that are alter’d for the better : However, 
if we muft go on with the Cuftem of making long- 
winded Addreffes, I think we ought to take fome No- 
tice of the Spirit that is at prefent among the People, 
It is very certain, that there are great Fears, Jealoufies, 
and Sufpicions without Doors, that fomething is to be 
attempted in this Seflfion of Parliament, which is gene- 
rally thought to be deftru€tive to the Liberties and to. 
the Trade of this Nation, There is at prefent a moft 
remarkable and general Spirit among the People for 
proteSting and defending their Liberties and their Trade, 
in Oppofition to thofe Attempts which they expett are 
to be made againft both: From all Quarters we hear of 
Meetings and Refolutions for that Purpofe ; and this 
Spirit is fo general, that it cannot be afcribed to any one 
Sett of Men: They cannot be branded with the Name 
of Jacobites or of Republicans, nor can it be faid that 
this Oppofition is made only by Jacobites and Republi- 
cans; no, the whole People of England feem to be uni-. 

te 
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ted in this Spirit of Jealoufy and Oppofition. Whether 
there be any Reafon or Ground for exerting fuch a Spi- 
rit at prefent, I do not Know ; but I am fure it ought 
not to be entirely negle&ted. It is well known that § 
am no Friend to popular Remonftrances ; a Man that is 
a Favourer of Monarchy, cannot well approve of fuch 
Meafures. But fuch Remonftrances are not to be con- 
temned : Athorough Contempt of them may produce 
the moft terrible Effe&s. 

I look on it as a moft certain Maxim, that the People 
never would fo generally complain, unlefs they found 
themfelves fonie Way hurt ; and then they have a Right 

. to complain, and it is our Duty to take Netice of their 
Complaints ; but at the fame Time we ought to have a 
Regard to the Honour and Dignity of Parliament, for 
which Reafon I fhall beg Leave to add to the Amend- 
ment propofed, and move that thefe Words, and fuch as 
jhall be confiftent with the Honeur and Fuftice of Parlia- 
ment, may be added to what has been before propofed. 





The adding of thefe Words was approved of by Sir 
F—n B a and Mr. S—s, 


Mr. Ch r of the E r flood up next and 
deliver’d himfelf to this Effect. 


Now rife up, Sir, to do what is not ufual for me 
‘todo 3 itis to fecond a Motion made by my worthy 
Friend who fpoke laft. I was really of Opinion, that 
his Majefty’s Speech was in fuch Terms, that no Excep- 
tion could have been taken to any one Word of it ; and 
the Motion for an Addrefs of Thanks was fo fhort and fo 
agreeable to his Majefty’s Speech, that I could not ima- 
gine any fuch Objeétion could have been made, as has been 
made to fome of the Words thereof. His Majefty in his 
Speech recommends the avoiding of unreafonable Heats 
and Animofities, and in Anfwer to that Part of his Ma- 
jefty’s Speech, the honourable Gentleman who moved 
for the Addrefs, propofed that we fhould fay, that we 
‘would avoid all unreafonable Heats and Animofities : 
‘In my Opinion, ‘there cannot be.a more proper Return 
to that Part of the Speech: And as his Majefty only 
defires that we would avoid all unreafonable Heats and 
-Animofities, he furely did not thereby intend to pre- 
‘elude any Man from offering his Sentiments freely on 
“whatever may be propofed. Ifany Thing be propofed 
that 
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that is inconfiftent with the Publick Good, no Oppofi- 
tion thereto can be called an unreafonable Heat or Ani- 
mofity ; nor is fuch an Oppofition any Way compre- 
bended in the Words made Ufe of by his Majefty, in 
his moft gracious Speech from the Throne. 

As for the Amendment propofed in the other Part of 
the Motion, it really feems to me to be liable to the 

me Objef&tion, that has been made to the Words I have 
juft now taken Notice of. It is nut to be prefumed that 
we will do any Thing that is inconfiftent with the Ho- 
nour and Juflice of Parliament; if any fuch Thing 
fhould be propofed, it would, without Doubt, be re- 
jested with Scorn. And as for the Trade of the Nation, 
I do not know what the Gentlemen mean thereby ; but 
as to what I mean by the Trade of the Nation, and in 
fo far as I underftand it, I hope nothing will ever be 
brought into this Houfe that is or can be detrimental 
thereto ; if there fhould, it would moft certainly be re- 
ReGted. Tam fure, Sir, that I know of no fuch Defign, 
4 know of nothing that is to be brought in, that can 
any Way injure the Trade of the Nation ; but if any 
Thing can be propofed for the Improvement thereof, I 
fhall very readily agree to it, and fo, I hope, will every 
Gentleman in this Houfe. 

I agree with the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
Jaft, that the Complaints of the People are not to be 
negleSted, when they are fincere and true ; I hope they 
will always be regarded by every Gentleman in this 
Houfe : If the People are hamper’d in their Trade, or 
in any other Way hurt, they mutt feel it, and they will 
feel it before they begin to complain ; in fuch Cafe it 
is the Duty of this Houfe, not only to hear their Com- 
plaints, but to find out a Remedy, if poflible: But the 
People may be taught to complain, they may be made 
to feel imaginary Ills, and by fuch Praétices they are 
often induced to make Complaints before they feel any 
Uneafinefs. However, let the People’s Complaints be 
Real or Imaginary, let them be well or ill founded, it 
does not fignify to the prefent Quettion : If the Gentle- 
men think it neceflary to add the Words they have pro- 
pofed, the adding or not adding of them is to mea 
Matter of abfolute Indifference, they may do whatever 
they think proper. 





Mr. P——r, for the Borough of 4A——y in Weftmore- 
fand, was pleafed to obferve next on the fame Occafion, 
that 
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that he did»not know whether or no the People might 
be taught to complain when they felt no hurt ; but was 
well affur’d, that if by any Means they were taught 
not to complain, they would at laft come to feel the 
Hurt feverely, when perhaps their Complaints would 
avail nothing, but rather expofe them to the Contempt 
of thofe who had done them the greateft Injuries. 





Here Sir F—n Bewmemed *rofe and made a fecond 


our Trade cannot be hurt by what the People feem 

to be afraid of, I am fure he muft think that he under- 
ftands Trade better than all the Traders in England; and 
if that is his Notion, I do not really underftand what 
Trade he means, but he muft mean by the Trade of the 
Nation fomething different from what is thereby meant 
by all thofe that are concern’d therein. I thought I 
had given a fufficient Reafon for adding the Words E 
propofed ; but fince it has been infinuated that they 
are liable to the fame Objeftion as the Words firtt taken 
Notice ef by me, I muft explain myfelf a little further. 
It is certainly to be prefum’d, that this Houfe will 
never agree to any Thing that is deftru€tive to the Li- 
berties, or detrimental to the Trade of the Nation: E 
am fure, if ever we do, we fhall do what is inconfiftent 
with the Honour and Juftice of Parliament. This is 
certainly not to be prefum’ds yet we find there is a 
‘Spirit of Jealoufy gone forth, there are very general 
Apprehenfions that fome fuch Thing is intended ; and 
for this Reafon, I moved for the Amendment; but 
there are no Jealoufies, no Fears of our falling into un- 
reafonable Heats and Animofities ; his Majefty, I hope; 
never had any fuch Jealoufy, and I am fure the Body of 
the People apprehend no fuch Misfortune ; and there- 


fore there is no Reafon for having any fuch Words in 
our Addrefs, 


The Queftion was then put, and the Amendment pros 
pofed was agreed to without any Divifion. 


After the Amendment was agreed to, Sir T- s 
Am—=n for the Borough of L le in Lancafhire, 
ftood up and made a further Objection to fome Words in 
the Addrefs, to this Effect : 


Aa § 138, 
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SIR 
I Cannot in an y Addrefs to be prefented to his Majefty, 

approve of faying what I do not believe to be true. 
It*is propofed that we fhould congratulate his Majefty 
upon the Situation of our Affairs both abroad and at 
home. This I cannot by any Means agree to, becaufe I 
do not really think that our Affairs are in the beft Situa- 
tion either abroad or at home. Are not our Neighbours 
the French ftill going on in fortifying and refioring the’ 
Harbour of Dunkirk, under our very Nofe, and contrary 
to the Faith of the moft folemn Treaties ? We cannot 
now fay that the French are our good Allies, and by 
their Behaviour in this Particular, we may fee that we 
cannot much depend upon the Faith of any of the Trea- 
ties now fubfifting between us and them: Even this 
very Affair we may, perhaps, in a little Time hear 
made Ufe of as an Argument for our keeping up anu- 
merous Standing Army in Time of Peace ; and can we 
exprefs a SatisfaGtion at the prefent Situation of our Af- 
fairs, as long as there isany Argument left for keeping 
up a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace, which 
has always been thought fo inconfiftent with the Confti- 
tution and Liberties of our Country ? 

Have our Merchants as yet met with any Redrefs for 
thofe Depredations committed upon them by the Spa- 
niards ? Is not that Affair ftill delay’d and put off, not- 
withfianding the moft explicite Engagements enter’d 
into by the famous Treaty of Seville 5 that Treaty 
which we have heard fo much applauded, and. by which 
we enter’d into Engagements of the greateft Confequence $ 
on our Part it has been moft punftually perform’d, and 
yet our plunder’d Countrymen, our Merchants, are ftill 
waiting for that Reparation, which in Juftice is due 
to them, which by the moft folemn Engagements has 
been ftipulated for them, and which was, I may fay, 
the only ftipulation in our Favour contain’d in that 
Treaty. Shall we then fay, that we are fatisfy’d with 
the prefent Situation of our Affairs, while the Cries 
-and Complaints of our injur’d and unredrefled Coun- 
trymen are daily meeting usin every Corner or the 
Streets ? 

Again, as to our Home Affairs, is not our Trade 
daily decaying ? Even our Staple Manufa&ture is almoft 
quite undone. There is fcarcely any Sort of Trade in a 


thriving Condition, but that in Ghange Alley, and there, 
2 Sir, 
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Sir, there are fuch abominable Frauds, and fuch wicked 
Impofitions daily praftifed, that many honeft well- 
meaning Men have thereby been totally ruin’d and 
undone. Does not almoft every Seffion ef Parliament 
open to us fome new Scene of Villany and Roguery ? 
Thefe Calamities are almoft univerfal, they do not 
fall upon fingle Perfons, or upon a few, but upon 
Multitudes at a Time ; and thefe, for what I know, 
may be owing in fome Meafure, to fome of thofe Per- 
fons who have in their Hands the Management of 
Publick Affairs: It may be owing to their Neglett 
that Rogues are thus enabled to drefs up and ma- 
nage fuch publick Scenes of Knavery. While fuch 
fraudulent Praftices are fuffer’d, and our Trade thereby 
fo much injured, can we approach the Throne, and fay 
in fuch a folemn Manner, that we are fatisfy’d with the 
Situation of our Affairs at home? For my Part, I am 








~ no Way fatisfy’d with the prefent Situation of our Af- 


fairs either abroad or at home, and therefore I mutt 
move that thefe Words fhould be left out or fome Way 
alter’d. 


Upon this the Right Hon. Mr. S——r ’rofe up and 


acquainted him, that by the Orders of the Houle, and 
the conftant Forms of their Proceedings, the making of 
an Amendment to any Part of a Motion, was an Appro- 
bation of every preceding Part of that Motion ; and as 
that Part of the Motion which he propofed to amend, 
préceded that which the Houfe had agreed to amend, 
therefore they could not now receive his Motion. 

This laft Motion being thus dropp’d, the Queftion was 
put upon the Motion made by Mr. B y, a5 amen- 
ded by Sir f—n B ad and Mr.S——_n, and was 
carry’d without any Divifion ; whereupon an Addrefs 
was drawn up, and being approv’d of by the Houfe, the 
fame was ptefented to his Majefty on the 18th of ‘fa- 
nuary, and is as follows, viz. 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 
We. your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
afiembled, humbly beg Leave to return your Majefly 
our moft fincere and hearty Thanks for your moft gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne. 
The Situation of Affairs, both at home and abroad, 
gives your faithful Commons the higheft Satisfattion, 
‘ ; Aa2 and 
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and fills their Hearts with the deepeft Senfe of Gratitude 
to your Majefty, being fully fenfible, that the prefent 
Happinefs we enjoy, is the entire Effeét of your Maje- 
fty’s Wifdom and Refolution. 

Such Supplies, as fhall be neceffary for the Honour, 
Safety, and Defence of your Majeity and your King- 
dom, fhall chearfully and effe&tually be raifed by your 
faithful Commons, with all poflible Duty to your Ma- 
jefty, and a juft Regard and Concern for thofe we repre- 
fent. 

We alfo beg Leave: to affure your Majefty, that in all 
our Deliberations, as well in raifing the Supplies, as in’ 
the Diftribution of the publick Revenues, we will pur- 
fue fuch Meafures, as will moft conduce to the prefent 
and future Eafe of our Fellow Subjeéts, and fuch as, 
agreeably to your Majefty’s known Goodnefs and gra- 
cious Intentions towards your People, and the conftant 
Endeavours of your faithful Commons, fhall be confi- 
ftent with the Honour and Juftice of Parliament, and 
with the Trade, Intereft, and Liberty of the Nation. 

That our Proceedings may carry with them the Weight 
and Credit which always ought to attend the Refolu- 
tions of the Commons of Great Britain ; and that the 
necelary Difpatch may be given to the Publick Bufi- 
nefs, we will ufe our utmoft: Endeavours to avoid all 
unreafonable Heats and Animofities; nor fuffer ourfelves 
to be diverted by any fpecious Pretences whatfoever, 
from ftedfaftly purfuing the true Intereft of our Country, 
which, in Purfuance of your Majefty’s moft gracious 
Recommendation, from your great Example, and our 
own indifpenfable Duty, fhall upon all Occafions be 
our firft and principal Care. 





To which Addrefs his Majefty return’d the following 
moft gracious Anfwer, viz. 


Gentlemen, 
1 Return you my Thanks for thefe dutiful Alfurances of 
your Zeal and Affettion for me: And I make no Doubt 
but that your Refolutions to purfue fuch Meafures, as ‘will 
moft conduce to the Eafe and true Intereft of all my Subjetts, 
will as effectually recommend you to the good Opinion and 
Efteem of my People, as they are acceptable to me. 


Op 
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On the 31ft of Fanuary, the Houfe of Commons ha- 
ving no immediate Bufinefs before "em, Mr. S§ $ 
rofe up and addrefs’d himfelf to the Speaker in the 
Manner following : 


SIR 

Ss the Houfe feems at prefent to be at Leifure, I 
fhall take the Opportunity to put them in Mind 
of a Bill, that for two or three Seffions fuccefively has 
paffed in this Houfe without any Oppofition, and has 
been as often thrown out in the other. What their Rea- 
fons were in the other Houfe for fo often throwing out 
fuch a Bill, I fhall not take upon me fo much as to 
guefs at; but I think it never met with any real Op- 
pofition in this Houfe: There were indeed fome Gen- 
tlemen who teftified a fort of a Diflike tothe Bill, but 
I think they never carried it fo far as to form any Ar- 
giiment againft it, or to bring the Affair to a Debate. 
It has been often remarked, that there never was, as 
yet, any thing brought into either Houfe of Parliament, 
that was really in itfelf ufeful and neceffary for the 
publick Welfare, but what, by a proper Perfeverance, 
was at laft carried through and paffed into a Law. Even 
a good Thing may, for a confiderable Time, by many 
be miftaken 5 from private Paffions and Prejudices, for 
want of being rightly underftood, it may for fome Time 
meet with Oppofition, but Truth and Reafon wil! al- 
ways at laft prevail, and when we are fully convinced 
of the Goodnefs and Ufefulnefs of what is offered, it has 
always hitherto been found, that a Senfe of our Duty 
has in both Houfes of Parliament got the Better of all 
other Paflions which fome Men might privately harbour 
in their Breafts. This, Sir, encourages me to perfevere 
in what I have fo often had the Honour to offer to this 
Houfe, and to renew it again this Seffion, notwithftand- 
ing its bad Fate in former Seffions of Parliament. I am 
thoroughly convinced, that what I have to offer, is not 
only a good Thing, but abfolutely neceffary for the Pre- 
fervation of our Conftitution ; and therefore I hope it 
will, by its own Weight, at Jaft force its Way through 

the Opofitition it has hitherto met with. 

I believe, Sir, every Gentleman in the Houfe, by 
this Time, fuppofes that I mean the Bill for making 
more effeftual the Laws in being, for difabling Perfons 
from being chofen Members of, or Sitting or Voting in 
the Houfe, who have any Penfion during Pleafure, - 

or 
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for any Number of Years, or any Office held in Truft 
for them. This is the Bill I propofe to have renewed 5 
and as this Houfe has been fully apprized of the Con- 
tents of the Bill defigned in former Seffions for thefe 
good and falutary Purpofes, I have prepared a Bill 
which I have here ready to offer to the Houfe, and 
which is the very fame, Word for Word, with that 
which in the very laft Seffion of Parliament had the 
Approbation of this Houfe ; I therefore think it quite 
unneceflary to move the Houfe for Leave to bring in 
fach a Bill; but my Motion fhall be for Leave to bring 
up the Bill which I have now in my Hand. 





Hence a Debate enfued about the meer Form of intro- 
ducing the Penfion Bill. ~Mr. ¥——n, for the Borough 
of Dah, in Worcefterfhire, firft obferved, That the 
conftant Pra&tice of the Houfe, for a hundred Years 
paft, has been to move for a Bill to be brought in, and 
not for Leave to bring it up fo the Bar. Should this 
laudable Method be broke into, and the ancient Cuftom 
reviv’d for each Member to prefent what he pleas’d, 
they might be furpriz’d into Things very improper 
and inconfiftent with the Dignity of the Houfe. Where- 
fore, though he had nothing to fay againft the Bill, 
*twas his Opinion the honourable Gentleman’s Motion 
ought not to be comply’d with; and to wave the 
Queftion, call’d for the Order of the Day. 

Here Sir E+—d S——y, for the County of L——r, 
fteod up for ale Motion, and declar’d, That he faw 
nothing in it irregular ; for that Leave to bring in a 
Bill, or Leave t@ bring up a Bill, was in Effect the fame 
Leave ; nor could he conceive wherein lay the mighty 
Difference. Upon this Sir W———m Y——zge {poke as 
follows: 


SIR 
DO not at all wonder to fee the Gentleman who 
made the firft Motion, perfevere in the fame Thing ; 
but I muft confefs I am a little furprized to fee feveral 
State Topicks every Year renewed and infifted on by 
fome Gentlemen in this Houfe, notwithftanding their 
having feen thefe Topicks fo often difapproved of by a 
Majority of the Houfe. As to thefe, I am really quite 
tired with hearing the fame Arguments repeated over 
and over again every Seflion of Parliament: The ho- 
neurable Gentleman fhould not have faid, that the _ 
e 
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he mentioned had always paffed,/ éven in this Houfe, 
without Oppofition ; there was generally fome Gentle- 
men appeared againit it, and even teflified their Diflike 
to it: But let the Bill be what it will, let it be a 
good Thing, or let it be a bad Thing, the Manner in 
which the Gentleman defires to have it introduced, is very 
extraordinary, It is indeed a Privilege of the Members 
of the other Houfe, that any Lord may offer.a Petition 
or a Bill to the Houfe without asking Leave of the 
Houfe ; but this Privilege the Members of this Houfe 
have, for the Sake of Decency and Order, given up long 
ago; and I can fee no manner of Reafon for our re- 
affluming it, or for our beginning now to extend our 
Privileges beyond what they have been for fo many 
Years paft. As to the bringing of Bills into this Houfe, 
it is well known, that the ufual Motion on fuch Occa- 
fions is for Leave to bring in fuch a Bill as is propo- 
fed; but this is a new Sort of Motion ; it is a Motion 
for Leave to bring up fuch a Bill, which is a very ex- 
traordinary Sort of Motion, and fuch as I am fure there 
is inthe prefent Cafe, no manner of Occafion for, and 
therefore I really think the Motion ought to be rejeéted, 
it ought to have a Negative put upon it; but fince the 
worthy Gentleman near me has waved that Point, and 
has moved for the Order of the Day, therefore I hall 
now only fecond his Motion. 

Mr. P r could not forbare taking Notice of what 
Sir William was pleafed to fay, touching the fame Argu- 
ments, being repeated every Seflion of Parliament, tho” 
the Majority had often determined againft them ; add- 
ing, that whatever the worthy Gentlemen might think 
in that Refpe&t,’twas his Opinion the Majority could not 
alter the Nature of Right and Wrong; and for his Part, 
let the Majority determine as often as they would, yet 
he fhould always be ready to offer thofe Arguments, 
which he took to be good ones, againft fuch as he thought 
were not fo: As for the worthy Gentleman’s being afraid 
left the Members of this Houfe fhould re-affume any 
antient Privilege, or extend thofe they at prefent enjoy, 
he faw no Reafon for his being fo cautious in that Re- 
(pest, fince what was propofed was in Effect no Re- 
affumption of any old Privilege, nor Extenfion of any 
Privilege they enjoy’d, "twas at moft negletting only a 
Piece of Form upon an extraordinary Occafion, when 
there appear’d no manner of Ufe in obferving it. 





Mr. 
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Mr. P r was feconded by Sir 7——n R———, 
for the Borough of E——_—<—m, who ftood up for the 
Motion, and declar’d he faw nothing in it new or un- 
precedented, that he remembered there was a Bill pre- 
fented in the Houfe of late Years in the fame, or ra- 
ther in a more extraordinary Manner, and this was the 
Jaft Sufpenfion of the Habeas Gorpus A@, when the 
Gentleman who brought in that Bill fitting clofe at the 
Bar of the Houfe rofe up, and after informing the Houfe 
of the Danger the Crown and Kingdom were in from 
the rebellious Plots then carrying on, and the Neceflity 
of impowering his Majefty to fecure all fufpetted Per- 
fons, he told them he had prepared a Bill for that Pur- 
pofe, and therefore mov’d for Leave to bring it up, 
which was immediately granted; and the Bill, to the 
beft of his Memory, was read twice that Day, and or- 
der’d to be committed ; that this was fomething more 
extraordinary than the Motion before them, becaufe the 
Bill then order’d to be brought up had never been be- 
fore the Houfe, and by Confequence no Member could 
be any way apprized of the Contents thereof; whereas 
the Bill in Queftion has been before the Houfe, and fre- 
quently had their Approbation. As for the Privilege 
inherent in every Member of this Houfe, I believe there 
is none will difpute but that our antient Method has been 
for any Member to offer what he pleafes. Sir W———m 
Y——ge found himfelf here, in fome Manner, obliged to 
explain himfelf with Regard to that part of his Speech 
which touched on the Privilege of Members, Accord- 
ingly he reply’d : 


SIR, 

HERE feems to be a Miftake as to what was faid 

about the Members of this Houfe not being al- 
lowed to bring in any Thing without Leave of the 
Houfe : This has not properly any Relation with what 
are called the Privileges of this; it is only a Reftraint 
that the Members of this Houfe have thought proper 
to lay on themfelves, for the more orderly carrying on 
the Publick Bufinefs, and to prevent any Thing that is 
trifling from being brought before us; and this Reftraint 
has been found fo convenient and fo neceffary for pre- 
ferving the Honour and Dignity of the Houfe, that it 
has never for many Years been departed from, but upon 
the moft extraordinary Occafions. 
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His Opinion was back’d by Mr. Chancellor of the Ex. 
thequer, who added that the Prefident quoted by Sir Yohn 
Rufhout was on one of the moft extraordinary Occa- 
fions that ever can happen, and in a Cafe that required 
the utmoft Difpatch that in fhort there was no Com- 
pirifon between that Cafe and the Cafe before them ¢ 
that the Cafe of thejBill did in no ways depend on this 
extraordinary Methd, for fhould the Gentleihan move 
in the uftial Manner for Leave to bring in the Bill, 
and Orders fiould thereupon be given by the Houfe to 
fome Gentlémen to prepare and bring in the fame, this 
Method would be no hindrance to the pafling of the Bill, 
or occafion its being put off “till the next Seffion of 
Parliament ; upon which Mr. Sandys rofe up and {poke 
the fecond Timie as follows : 





‘Crh - ; 
I SHALL te very far from making atiy Compiri- 
fons between the Cafe in Hand, or between any Cafe, 
and that which immediately concerns the Safety and 
Prefervation of the Crown: But, as I had affured you 
that the Bil] which I have in my Hand was the very 
fame with that which had before been approved of by 
this Houfe, I thought it was quite unneceffury for the 
Houfe to obferve that Ceremony of ordering fome Gen- 
tlement to prepate and bring in a Bill which was als 
ready prepared, and which the Houfe has approved 
Of ih the very laftSeffion of Parliament. This was my 
Reafon for moving for Leave to bring it up, Ido not 
defire to bring any Thing into this Houfe without firft 
having the Leave of the Houfe for fo doing 3 yet I can- 
not think, that though the antient Method of proceed+ 
ing were revived, the Houfe would be in* any Danger 
of being fiirprized into any Thing: There is no Bill 
can pafe in this Houfe *till it has been three Times 
read in the Houfe, and has paffed thro” a Committee 
of the Houfe, and while thofe Forms are obferved, the 
Houfe never can be furprized into the pailing of any 
Bill, even though we fhould again re-afflume that Pri- 
vilege of every Member’s having a Power to bring into 
the Houfe whatever he pleafes. It is not the Reftraint 
we have laid ourfelves under, that prevents the Houfe’s 
being furprized 3 it is the Neceflity of having the Bill fo 
often read before it can pafs ; for when a Gentleman has 
moved for Leave to bring in any Bill for the Purpofes 
he mentions, the Houfe cannot know whether the Bill 
a Bb prepared 
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prepared and brought in be according to their Orders 
till it be once read in the Houfe: Some Gentlemen 
might move for Leave to bring in a Bill, and upon 
their obtaining fuch Leave, and being ordered to pre- 
pare and bring in the fame, they might prepare and 
bring in a Bill of a quite different Nature, but this 
would probably be difcover’d on the firft Reading, the 
Bill would without Doubt be thrown out, and whoever 
endeavoured ‘hus to impofe on the Houfe, would deferve, 
and would probably meet with a moft fevere Genfure. 

But the prefent Difpute is not whether any Thing 
fhall be brought into the Houfe without Leave ; the 
whole Difpute really feems to be between the Words to 
bring up, and the Words to bring in; for my Part Iam 
quite indifferent in this Affair; whether I have Leave 
to bring it up now, or to bring it ina little while 
hence, does not, in my Opinion, fignify much; if I 
have Leave to bring it up, I muft immediately take a 
Walk to the Bar; if I have Leave to bring in a Bill, 
and am order’d to prepare one for that Purpofe, I fhall 
take a Walk the fame Way in a very little Time 3; this 
I do not take to be any material Difference. But as for 
the Bill itfelf, Ido think it of fuch Confequence, that 
if there were any Method by which we could fhew a 
more than ordinary Regard to the Bill, that Method 
ought certainly to be obferved. 





Then the Right Honourable Mr.S——r read from 
the Journal of the Houfe of the ninth Year of his late 
Majefty’s Reign, the Precedent mention’d by Sir F—z 
R t, and faid, 


Gentlemen, 

T HE ufual Method of proceeding in this Houfe, as 
to the bringing in of Bills is, firft, to move for 
Leave to bring in a Bill for fuch or fuch Purpofes, and 
that being agreed to, the Houfe then orders fome of 
their own Number to prepare and bring in the Bill ; 
this is the ufual Method, but in the Precedent I have 
now read to you it appears, that the then Solicitor Ge- 
neral moved for Leave to bring up fuch a Bill, which 
was granted, and he immediately brought up the Bill, 
and the fame was read a'firft Time ; from which it is 
plain that Mr. Solicitor, when he made his Motion, in- 
form’d the Houfe, that he had prepared fuch a Bill, 
and had it then ready to be laid before them, and there- 
fore 
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fore he moved for Leave to bring it up, which it feems 
the Houfe at that Time comply’d with. 

Upon this, fome Gentlemen in the Houfe, fufpecting 
that he was, in Purfuance of this Precedent, going to 
put the Queftion, on the Motion made by Mr. Sandys, 
they call’d out No, no. Whereupon he faid, 





Gentlemen, 
AS to the Affair in Hand, or any Affair that comes 

-& before this Houfe, I am not to appear of one Side 
of the Queftion nor of the other. It is my Bufinefs 
to take Care that the Orders and Methods of proceed- 
ing thall be regularly obferved. In all Queftions aboue 
Order Iam to inform you, fo far as confifls with my 
Knowledge, of what has been formerly done in the 
like Cafes; and I am to take Care that all Decency and 
Order fhall be obferved, both in our Debates and Pro- 
ceedings : This is my Duty, and this I fhal! always en- 
deavour to perform as far as lies in my Power: In all 
Cafes I am to obferve thofe Direftions that the Houfe 
fhall be pleafed to give 3 and in the prefent Cafe I only 
defire to know from you, what Method you will obferve, 
whether you are inclin’d to follow the Precedent now 
read to you, or if you are inclined to proceed according 
to the Method ufually obferved : But I muft put you in 
Mind, that if you proceed according to the ufual Me- 
thod, Decency requires that the Bill {hall not be brought 
in immediately after the Order for preparing and bring- 
ing in the fame; it is neceffary that fome Time fhould 
intervene between the Order for preparing it, and the 
prefenting of it to the Houfe, and therefore I muft defire, 
that thofe Gentlemen who fhall be order’d to prepare 
and bring it in, may not go immediately to the Bar, 
and tell us, that they have, according to Order, prepared 
fuch a Bill, and are ready to bring it in. ; 


After this, Sir William Wyndham, for the County of 
Somerfet, concluded the Debate in Manner following : 


SIR, 
Am furprized to hear anv Gentleman in this Houfe 
find Fault with Gentlemen infifting upon their Opi- 
niens, notwithflanding their having been difapproved 
of by a Majority in former Seffions of Parliament. I 
do net think that the Majority’s being of a contrary 
Opinion, can ever be made Ufe of as an Argument fog 
- Bbe cons 
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convincing Men that they are in the Wrong: The Mi- 
nority, notwithflanding their being out-voted, may fiill 
have as good an Opinion of their Opinions, as the Ma- 
jority have of theirs. It has often happen’d, that what 
s been difapproved of by the Majority in one Seffion 
of Parliament, has been approved of by a Majority in 
fome future, perhaps in the very next Seffion of Parlia- 
ment ; and even as to the Bill now in Hand, it has 
been two or three Times approv’d of by the Majority 
of this Houfe, and as often rejeS&ted or difapproved 
of by the Majority of the other Houfe; what their 
Reafons were I do not know, but I am of Opinion 
that. the fame Reafons againft the Bill were not of 
fer’d to the Members of this Houfe, that were offer’d 
to the Members of the other ; for if they had, it would 
= have been difapprov’d of, and rejeéted by the 
ajority even of this Houfe. From hence. it appears, 
that the Majority’s being of any one Opinion, is no in- 
fallible Sign of tHat Opinion’s being right. This, Sir, 
I thought mvfelf obliged to take Notice of, that thofe 
Gentlemen who happen to be generally of the fame Opi- 
nion with the Majority, may not from thence conclude 
that they are certainly right. As to the Matter now in 
Difpute, I really think it is of no Moment: Whether 
the Gentleman thall have Leave to bring up the Bill, or 
to bring in a Bill, is to me a Matter of fo much Indif- 
ference, that I cannot find ovt a Reafon why the Gen- 
tleman’s Motion fhould have been oppofed s for to order 
a Gentleman to prepare a Bill, after he has told us that 
he has prepared one, and that it is the very fame with 
what the Majority of this Houfe has in former Seffions 
approved of, really feems to me tv bea little incongrue 
ous: I can find out no Reafon for Gentlemen’s infifting 
upon this Piece of Incongruity, unlefs it be that they 
have a Diflike to the Bill itfelf. We certainly ought 
in general to obferve the ufual Method of Proceedings ; 
but furely, we ought not to obferve any cuftomary Me- 
thod, when the obferving it appears to be in itfelf abfurd. 
Mr. Sandys at Jaft not infifting on his Motion, but 
agreeing to have the Bill brought in according to the 
ufual Method, the Queflion was put for Leave to bring 
in a Bill for making more effe€tual the Laws in Being 
for difabling Perfons from being chofen Members of, or 
fitting or voting in the Houfe of. Commons, who have 
any Penfion during Pleafure, or for any Number. of 
Years, or any Offices held in Truft for them ; which 
3 was 
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was agreed to withoyt any Oppofition ; and Mr. Sandys 
and Sir Edward Stanley were order’d to prepare and 
bring in the fame, Then the Houfe refolv’d itfelf inte 
a Committee of the Supply, and as foon as that was 
over, Mr. Sandys prefented the faid Bill to the Houfe, 
which was received and read the firft Time, and order’d 
to be read a fecond Time. 

On Friday the 2d of February, the Houfe of Com- 
mons refolv’d itfelf into a Committee to confider fur- 
ther of the Supply granted to his Majefty, in which 
Committee (the Secretary at War being then ill, and 
not able to attend the Houfe) Mr. Andrews for the Bo 
rough of Hindon in Wiltfhire moved, That the Num- 
ber of effeGtive Men to be provided for Guards and Gar- 
rifons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey and Ferfey for 
the Year 1733, be (including 1815 Invalids, and ¢5¢5 
Men, which the Six Independent Companies confift of, 
for the Service of the Highlands) 17709 Men, Com- 
miffion and Non-Commifiion Officers included. 

_ This Motion was feconded by Mr. Whitworth, for the 
Borough of Minehead in Somerfet/hire; and in Oppofi- 
tion thereto, the Right Honourable the Lord Morpeth, 
eldeft Son to the Earl of Carlifle, for Morpets in 
Northumberland, moved, that the Number fhould be 
only 12,000 effeétive Men, in which he was feconded 
by Mr. Harley, for the County of Hertford. 

Upon which a warm Debate arofe, of which I fhall 
only take Notice of the moft remarkable Paflages. 

The principal Speakers, befides the two Gentlemen 
above mention’d were, 





For the firft Motion. 

Sir Thomas Robinfon for the 
Borough of Morpeth in 
Northumberland. 

Sir Richard Lane for the 
City of Worcefter. 

Sir Archer Croft for the Bo- 

rough of Beera/fton in De- 
wonfhire. 

Sir William Yonge.  .- 

The Hon. Henry Pelham for 
the County of Sujffew. 

Horatio Walpole, Efq; for 
the Town of Yarmouth,and 

Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. 





For the Second Motion. 

Tho. Bramftone, Efq; for the 
Borough of Malden inE /fex. 

Fohn Rolle, for the County 
of Devon. 

Sir John Barnard. 

The Mafter of the Rolls, 

William Shippen, Efqs 

Sir William Wyndaam. 

Tho. P——r for the Town 
of Bridgewater in Somer 
fetfhire. 

Tho. W wh for the Bo- 
rough of Sudbury in Suffolk. 

The Hon. Edward Digby, 
Efqs for Warwick/hire. 

William 
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William Pulteney for the Bo 
rough of Heydon in York- 

* faire. 

Sir Sohn St. Aubin for the 
County of Cornwall. 

Sir Fho. Sanderfon for the 
County of Lincoln. 

Sir ‘John Hinde Cotton, for 
the Town of Cambridge. 








The chief Arguments made Ufe of in general by 
thofe who were for the firft Motion were, That tho’ the 
publick Tranquillity of Europe was now eftablifhed, yet 
the Prefervation thereof depended on fo many Accidents, 
that it could not be certainly rely’d on, and therefore 
we ought always. to be in fuch Circumftances, as to be 
able not only to defend ourfelves, but likewife to fulfil 
all our Engagements to our Allies: That there was ftill 
a very powerful and confiderable Party in the Kingdom, 
firmly attached to the Intereft of the Pretender, and 
daily watching for an Opportunity to diflurb the Quiet 
of the Nation, by endeavouring to overturn the prefent 
happy Eftablifhment ; and therefore it was neeceffary to 
keep up an armed Force fufficient to diffipate any fudden 
Infurrettion that might be raifed by fuch Men: That 
this Party was ftill:‘the more audacious, and the more ta 
be dreaded, becaufe they were encouraged and f{pirited 
up by a great many fcandalous and feditious Libels, 
which were daily fpread abroad even by thofe who 
pretended to be Friends to the Proteftant Succeflion, -_ 
to the illuftri.us Family now on the Throne. 

Sir Archer Croft faid, That the continuing of the 
fame Number of Forces was the more neceffary, be- 
caufe to his Knowledge Popery was increafing very 
faft in the Country, for that in one Parifh which he 
knew, there were no lefs than feven Popifh Priefls ; 
and that the Danger from the Pretender was the more. 
to be feared, becaufe they did not know but that he was 
then breeding his Son a Proteftant. 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer took Notice, That 
a Reduétion of the Army was the chief Thing withed 
for and defired by all the Jacobites in the Kirgdom ; 
that no Reduétion had ever been made, but what gave 
freth Hopes to that Party, and encouraged them to 
raife Tumults againft the Government ; and he did not 
doubt, he faid, but that if they fhould refolve to reduce 
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any Part of the Army, there would be Poft-Horfes em- 
ploy’d that very Night, to carry the good News thereof 
to the Pretender and his Adherents beyond Seas. ' 
_ To which Mr. Horatio Walpole fubjoined, That the 
Number of Troops then propofed was abfolutely necef- 
fary to fupport his Majefty’s Government, and would be 
neceflary, as long as the Nation enjoy’d the Happinefs 
of having the prefent Illufirious Family on the Throne. 

The chief Arguments made Ufe of in general, by 
thofe that were againft the firft Motion were, 

That if they gave any Credit to his Majefty’s Speech 
from the Throne at the Opening of the Seflion, which 
they were in Duty bound to do, the Tranquillity of 
Europe never was, nor ever could be on a more firm Rafis 
than it was at prefent, and therefore a Reduftion was 
now to be made in the Army, or fuch Reduftion was 
never.to be expefted. As to the Pretender, they did not 
believe that there was any confiderable Party for him iz 
this Nation : That that Pretence had always been a Mi- 
niflerial Devife made Ufe of .only for accomplifhing 
their own Ends; but that it was in reality a meer Bug- 
bear, a Raw Head and Bloody Bones, fit only to frigh- 
ten Children’; for that they were very well convinced 
his Majefty reigned in the Hearts and Affeétions of his 
People ; upon that his Majefty’s Security depended ; 
and if it did not depend on that, the Hluftrious Family 
now on the Throne could have but iittle Security in the 
prefent Number, or in any Number of Standing Forces, 
that could be kept up for its Defence: That if there 
was any DifaffeStion, or any Difcontent:in the Nation, 
it was owing to the keeping up of fuch a numerous 
Standing Army in Time of Peace within this Kingdom, 
whereby the People were fubje&ted to many Loads and 
Hardfhips which they were never before acquainted 
‘with : That the People of England had never gone into 
any violent Meafures, or carry’d their Refentment to 
any Pitch againft the Prince upon the Throne, but 
when the Prince, or thofe employ’d by him, were firft 
-in the Fault; That this Maxim was fo generally trué, 
that in our whole Hiftory, there was no Inftance ro the 
contrary, but only that which happen’d in the Reign of 
“King Charles ¥.. and that therefore, if there was any 
Uneafinefs among the People, the proper Remedy was, 
to remove thofe Things which were the Caules thereof : 
If the Minifters fhould change their Meafures, the Peo- 
“pic would certainly alter their Minds. That the Dutch 

were 
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were by the Situation of their Country in a much 
more dangerous State than we are or can be in, and yet 
the Dutck had then tefolved on a ReduStion of their 
Army, and therefore they thought we could have no 
Pretence for continuing ours. ; 

Sir William Wyndham began fitft with obferving, That 
though the genera) Arguments in the Affair before them, 
had often been canvafed in that Heufe, yet, /ays he, the 
Debate of this Day feems to me fomething new: In 
former Years the Gentlemen who were pleafed to argue 
for the Continuance of a numerous Standing Army in 
Time of Peace, always argu’d for the Continuance there- 
of only for one Year longer 3 but Gentlemen ‘have now 
thrown off the Mask, and are become daring enough to 
declare, that the fame Number of Forces muft always 
be kept up: A numerous Army muft for ever be conti- 
nu’d, and be made, as it were, a Part of our Conftitu- 
tion. We have already continu’d the Army fo long, 
that fome Gentlemen have told us to Day, what no Man 
would have ventur’d to have told us a few Years ago3 
and if we continue the fame Army but a little while 
longér, it may be in the Power of fome Gentlenien to 
talk to this Houfe in Terms that will be no Way agreea- 
ble to the Conftitution or to the Liberties of our Country. 
To tell us, Sir, that the fame Number of Forces muft 
be always kept up, is a Propofition full fraught with 
innumerable Evils, and more particularly with this, 
that it may make wicked Miniflers more audacious than 
otherwife they would be, in projeéting and propaga- 
ting Schemes which may be inconfiftent with the Liber- 
ties, deftru€tive to the Trade, and burthenfome on the 
People of this Nation. In Countries which are govet- 
ned by Standing Armies, the Inclinations of the People 
are but little minded, the Minifters place their Security 
in the Army, the Humours of the Army they only 
confult, with them they divide the Spoils, and the 
wretched People are plunder’d by both. 

In this Country, Sir, his Majefty has the Hearts, the 
Hands, and the Purfes of all his Subjef&ts at his Ser- 
vice, and may he have them always at his Service’; 
but I hope they will never be in his Power. His Ma- 
jefty defires no fuch Thing ; he never can defire it 5 He 
depends only on the Affeftions of his People ; and there- 
fore Iam convinced that the Demand of fo numerous 'a 
Standing Army, never could come from him: It is no 
Way neceflary for his Support, whatever it may be for 
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the Support of thofe who now defire to have it conti- 
nued, 

During this Debate, Mr. Rolle faid, amonft other 
Things, that to him it appear’d, in order to preferve 
ourfel ves againft one who might perhaps prove a Tyrant, 
we were going to eftablifh 18,000 Tyrants, and to make 
their Eftablifhment in fome Meafure a Part of our Cons 
flitution: And that in order to be free of a Religion 
which we think a bad one, we are refolved to have none 
at all: That as to the Party which the Pretender had 
in this Nation, he could not believe, he /aid, there was 
any fuch Thing: It was nothing but a mere Pretence, 
and the making Ufe of that Pretence on al! Occafions, 
really could not but make him recall to Mind that 
wicked and blafphemous Saying of Pope Leo X. who on 
Occafion of a Proceffiun’s pafling by while he was at an 
elegant Entertainment, faid to his Cardnals, Quantum 
profuit nobis hac fabula Chrifti ! 

This Speech, which was all extremely good, was 
concluded with thefe Words: Let us, /ays he, do as our 
Forefathers ufed to do, Let us remove the Wicked from 
before the King, that fo his Throne may be eftablifi'd in 
Righteou/ne/s. 

r. Pulteney dropp’d a great many fmart Expreflions 
on this Subje&t ; amonft other Things he faid, he could 
not but be diverted with fome Arguments that were 
then, and had been on former Occafions made Ufe of for 
keeping up a Standing Army in Time of Peace. Laft 
Year we wore told, that a Popifh Solicitor was a dane 
gerous Man to the Government, and now that Popifh 
Solicitor has fpawn’d out feven Popifh Priefts, and even 
the Poft Horfes I find have join’d in this traiterous 
Confederacy. 

The Reply to the Argument brought from the Res 
du&tion of the Dutch Forces was, That the Reduétion 
mention’d was not then agreed to by the States Genera! ¢ 
Tt was a great Quettion, whether it would or no, arid if 
it fhould, it was only a Reduétion of the laft Augmen- 
tation, whereas the laft Augmentation had been reduced 
by us long ago 5 fo that the Dutch were now only a gos 
ing to make that Reduétion, which we had made upon 
the firft Profpe&t we had of feeing the Tranquillity of 
Europe eftablith’d 3 and tho’ the Reduétion propofed in 
Holland fhould be made bf them, yet they would fill 
have in Proportion a much greater Number of Standing 
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Forces, than what was then propofed to be kept up iu 
this Kingdom. 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer told the Houfe, he 
could not but take Notice of an Obfervation he had 
heard made, as to the People’s never carrying their 
Refentment to any Pitch againft the Prince upon the 
Throne, unlefs the Prince, or thofe employ’d by him, 
were firft guilty of fome Fault. The Gentleman, /ays 
he, was pleafed to admit of one Exception to this Rule, 
and that was in the Cafe of King Charles 1. But the 
Gentleman ought, I think, to have admitted of another 
Exception, and that was in the Time of the King the 
very laft upon the Throne ; I do not know what Pitch 
of Refentment the Gentleman may meag, but I am 
fure there were fome People who carry’d their Refent- 
ment againft that King to a very high Pitch, and it 
cannot be faid that he was ever guilty of any Fault, nor 
will it be faid, I believe, that thofe employ’d by him 
had then, at leaft, been guilty of any Fault ; yet fome 
People carry’d their Refentment fo high, that they ap- 
pear’d in Arms, in order to dethrone him; thank God, 
they did not fucceed in their Attempt, they happen’d 
luckily to be defeated by the fmall Number of Regular 
Forces we had then in the Kingdom, which were much 
inferior to them in Number; fuch was our great good 
Luck at that Time ; but I muft fay, that thofe Gentlemen 
who defire to have the Country Ieft as void of Defence 
as it was at that Time, can have but little Regard for 
our ‘prefent happy Conflitution, or for the Security of 
the Iluftrious Family now upon the Throne. 

At laft the Queftion was put on the Motion made by 
Mr. Aadrews, and it was agreed to, 239 to 171. 

On Monday the 5th of February, this Refolution of 
the Committee of Supply was reported to the Houfe, 
and thereupon Watkin-Williams Wynne, Efq; for Denbigh- 
Shire, ftood up, and moved for the Recommitting of that 
Refolution ; which Motion was feconded by William 
Bromley, Efg; for the Town of Warwick ; and thereupon 
enfu’d a new Debate, wherein the principal Speakers 
for recommitting, befides the two Gentlemen juft na- 
med, were, Sir John St. Aubin, Mr. Sandys, Sir Wilfrid 
Law/on, William Gwyn Vaughan, Efq; George Heathcote,Efq; 
and Tho. Wyndham, Efq; And the principal Speakers 
againft recommitting, and for agreeing with the Com- 
mittee, were, the Lord Hervey, the Lord Malpas, Mr. 


Mdanwers, Mr Clutterbuck, Mr, Attorney General, and Col. 
Bladen, 
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Bladen. In this Debate the Arguments made Ufe of on 
both Sides, were much the fame. with thofe made Ufe 
of in the Committee, and therefore we fhal!l pfs them 
over; only Mr. Clutterbuck having faid, that he won- 
der’d to fee Gentlemen fo jealous of Encroachments 
upon our Conttitution, at a Time when it was in its 
greateft Vigour, and fhone forth in its pureft Luftre; 
Mr. Wyndham in anfwer to him, gave the Houfe a very 
Succin& and exaét hiftorical Account of our Conflitution, 
and of the feveral Dangers it had been in, and the 
Changes it had gone through; and from thence he 
fhew'd, that it was very far from being now in its 
greateft Vigour, but that on the cotitrary, there were 
many bad Cuftoms had crept in of late, which were of 
dangerous Confequence to our Conftitution, and might 
prove to be the Caufe of its Overthrow, if fome effec- 
tual Remedy was not fpeedily apply‘d. 

. At Jaft the Queftion was put for recommitting the 
above mention’d Refolution of the Committee, which 
was carry’d in the Negative, 207 to 1433 after which, 
the faid Refolution, and the other Refolution the Com- 
mittee had come to, were agreed to by the Houfe, with- 
out any Amendment or Divifion. 

Then the Lord Morpheth ’rofe up, and in a fhort and 
pathetick Speech reprefented the bad Circumilances of 
the Nation, by Reafen of the great Debts and the 
many Taxes the Peopl@’ groan’d under, and therefore 
concluded with a Motion, That an humble Addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, humbly to defire his Majefty, 
that he would be gracioufly pieafed, from his earneft 
Defire to eafé his People of every Charge not abfolutely 
neceffary, and his Regard to the Conftitution of this 
Kingdom, to take the firft favourable Opportunity of 
making a Reduétion of thofe Forces, which this’ Houfe 
hath voted in Purfuance of the Eftimate laid before 
them by his Majefty’s DireGtion. 

This Motion was feconded by Mr. Sandys, and the 
other chief Speakers in Favour of it were, Sir William 
Wyndham, Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Shippen, and Mr. Heathcote, 
The Arguments made Ufe of in general were, the great 
Neceflity that there was for taking a!l Opportunities to 
reduce the Publick Expence ; that thereby fome of 
thofe Taxes might be taken off, which‘at prefent lay fo 
heavy on our Trade and our Manufaétures, that moft of 
our Neighbours were enabled to underfell us in foreign 
Markets ; That the keeping up of a Standing Army in 
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Time of Peace, without any abfolute Neceflity for fo 
doing, was altogether inconfiflent with the Liberties of 
this Nation: That though there might be at prefent an 
abfolute Neceflity for keeping up the Number of Forces 





agreed to by that Houfe, yet that Neceflity might ceafe - 


in a few Months, perhaps in a few Weeks ; and if fo, it 
would then become neceffary both for the Eafe of the 
Nation, and for the Prefervation of the Conflitution, to 
disband fome of them ; That though the King was al- 
ways to be prefumed to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the Circumftances of the Nation, and always inclined to 
do that which might moft contribute to the publick 
Welfare ; yet it had always been the Cuftom of that 
Houfe, and was the Duty of the Houfe, to addrefs the 
King upon Matters of very great Confequence ; in order 
to recommend to his Majefty thofe Meafures which they 
thought would conduce moft to the Happinefs and Safety 
of the Nation. 

The Speakers againft this Motion were, Mr. Solicitor 
General, the Lord Hervey, Henry Pelham, Efq; and Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and their Arguments in 
general were, that the prefenting of fuch an Addrefs, 
was in fome Meafure inconfiftent with the Refolution 
they had juft then agreed to: It was refolving that the 
‘Number of Forces for the Year 1733, fhould be fo 
many ; and addrefling that they fhould not be fo many ; 
that thefe two Refolutions following one another upon 
their Journals, would appear to be very extraordinary : 
That befides, the prefenting of fuch an Addrefs would 
be difrefpe&tful to his Majefty, in fo far as it would be 
a Sort of Infinuation that his Majefty might negle& 
taking the firft Opportunity of reducing the Army, and 
thereby leffening the publick Charge ; and as they never 
yet had the leaft Occafion to fufpeét any fuch Thing, it 
would be now unjuft to harbour any fuch Sufpicion : 
That in many Cafes it might be the Cuftom, it might 
be the Duty of. that Houfe, to addrefs the Throne on 
particular Emergencies ; but in a Cafe that regarded 
his Majefty and his Adminiftration in fyuch a general 
Manner, as the Cafe in Hand did, it would be moft dif- 
refpeftful ; they might as well addrefs his Majefty to 
govern according to Law, or not to encroach upon the 
Conftitution, and an Addrefs in fuch Terms would, they 
believe, be allowed to be fhewing a very, high Difre- 
fpest to the King upon the Throne. 
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In this Debate Mr. Shippen having infifted a good 
deal on his Majefty’s knowing how much the Nation 
was loaded with Debts and Taxes, and how inconfiflent 
it was with our Conftitution, to keep up a Standing 
Army in Time of Peace, and that therefore his Majefty; 
he was fure, would not look on their prefenting of fuch 
an Addrefé as any Way difrefpe&tful to him ; and fome 
of his Expreflions on this Subje&t having been taken 
Notice of, and pretty much inveighed againft by the 
Gentlemen on the other Side ; Mr. Siippen, in his Reply, 
faid, That he could not.but leok on himfelf as a very 
unfortunate Man, for that in the late Reign he had in- 
curr’d the Difpleafure of many Gentlemen, and had 
undergone a fevere Cenfure of that Houfe, for faying 
that it was one of the greateft Misfortunes of his late 
Majefty’s Reign, that he did not know our Language, 
and was unacquainted with our Conftitution ; and now, 

*fays he, 1 find I have difobliged feveral Gentlemen by 
faying that his prefent Majefty well knows the Circum- 
ftances of the Nation, and is acquainted with our Con- 
fiitution. But let them take it as they will, I muft 
think that his Majefly is thoroughly acquainted with 
both, and that therefore he will look upon fuch an Ad- 
drefs as proceeding from that honeft Care and Concern 
which we ought to have for thofe who fend us hither, 
and not as proceeding from any Difrefpe& towards him. 
His Majefty cannot be difpleafed therewith, and .thofe 
we reprefent muft be highly pleafed to fee us fo watch- 
ful of all Opportunities to leffen their Charge, and to 
recommend their Eafe and Advantage to the Crown. 

At Jaft the Queftion was put, and the Houfe came to 
a Divifion, but it was carry’d in the Negative, 203 to 
136. 

*On the 7th Day of Fedruary, being the Day on which 
the Houfe of Commons was (according to Order) to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee to confider of Ways and 
Means for raifing the Supply granted to his Majefty ; 
the following Motion was made, viz. * That this Houfe 
© will raife the neceflary Supplies for the current Ser- 
* vice of this Year, without creating any new Debt 
© upon any Fund whatfoever.? This Motion occafion’d 
a long Debate, but at laft, upon the Queftion’s being 
put, it was carry’d in the Negative ; after which, they 
went into the faid Committee, but the Affair againtt 
which the above Motion was defigned, did not come on 


that Day. P 
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On the Thirteenth of February Sir Wilfrid Law/fon ’rofe 
up and fpoke on the Spani/h Depredations as follows: 





SIR i 
HE many and great Loffes our Merchants have 
fuftained by the Depredations committed on them 

by the Spaniards, are, I believe, well known to every 
Gentleman in this Houfe, and it is likewife known 
that by the fecond Separate Article of the Treaty of 
Seville all thofe Affairs were to have been fettled and 
adjufted in the Space of three Years: Thefe three Years 
are now expired, but I do not know that any Body 
knows how any of thofe Affairs have been fettled and 
adjufted, at leaft I cannot hear of any one of our Mer- 
chants who has met with any Redrefs. 

As the Time is now expired, I hope our Merchants 
have already got, or are very foon to receive a fufficient 
Reparation for all their Sufferings; this I hope for, 
and I fhould be extreamly glad to have my Hopes con- 
firmed ; it is an Affair on which the Happinefs of many 
grivate Men depends, and is of fo much Confequence 
both to the Honour and Trade of this Nation, that it is 
incumbent upon us, as Members of this Houfe, to en- 
quire into it; and therefore I fhall move, than an 
bumble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he 
will be gracioufly pleafed to give Direétions, that there 
may be laid before this Houfe, Copies of the Reports 
made by his Majefty’s Commiffaries in Spain, together 
with all Letters and Papers relating thereto ; and what 
Satisfa€tion has been made to the Subjeéts of Great 
Britain for the Loffes they fuftained by the Depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards in Europe, or in the Indies, pur- 
fuant to the fecond Separate Article of the Treaty of 
Peace, Union, Frieadfhip, and mutual Defence between 
the Crowns of Great Britain, France and Spain, concluded 
at Seville on the gth of November, 1729. 





This Motion being feconded with Warmth, a Debate 
enfued, upon which Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
found it advifable to acquaint the Houfe, That fuch 
an Addrefs as has been moved for, may, if Gentlemen 
infift on it, be prefented to his Majefty, but I can now 
affure you, that there is as yet nothing that his Majefty 
can lay before you; for though by the Treaty of Seville 
the Commiffaries of the two Nations were to fettle all 
the Affairs referred to them by that Treaty, within the 

2 Spaces 








N°LXXI = for the Tear 1733. 207 


Space of three Years from the Date thereof, yet by 
Reafon of feveral unforefeen Accidents, they never 
could meet fo as to enter upon, or do any Bufinefs tilk 
he Month of Feéruary laft: Since that Time they have 
n proceeding upon the Affairs referred to them; but 
as yet there is nothing brought to that Maturity, or 
formed into fuch a Shape, as to be proper to be laid be 
fore this Houfe. The Delays they at firft met with, 
made it neceffary to prolong the Time for fettling and 
adjufling thofe Matters, and therefore it has been agreed 
between the two Nations, that the three Years fhall be 
computed from that Day in February laft, on which 
the Commiffaries firft met ; and by that Time it is to 
be hoped that all thofe Affairs will be fettled in fuch a 
Manner, as will give full Satisfaétion to every Member 
of this Houfe, and full Reparation to every one of the 
Subje&ts of Great Britain, who has met with a real 
Injury frem the Spaniards. 





Here Mr. Pulteney anfwer’d as follows : 
SIR, 

HERE is a Term made Ufe of in the Exchequer 

called Nichil, which Term has been fome Times 
made Ufe by the Gentleman who fpoke laft, and has 
often beeh given as an Anfwer to this Houfe, when 
Accounts of the Produce of fome certain Branches of the 
Revenue have been called for. Now as to the prefent 
Affair, it may be that there has not as yet been any 
Thing done, or at Jeaft not brought to Maturity, and 
formed into fuch a Shape as to be proper to be laid be- 
fore this Houfe: This, I fay, may be the Cafe, though 
I muft fay it is a little furprizing, that in fo long a 
Time there fhould have been nothing done; however, 
fuppofing that it is the Cafe, yet his Majefty may give 
us this Exchequer Term for Anfwer; he may tell us 
that there has not as yet been any thing done: It is 
from his Majefty only, that this Houfe can properly 
have an Anfwer; even fuch an Anfwer we are not to 
take from any Member of this Houfe, or from any Sub- 
je&t whatfoever. And as the prefenting of fuch an 
Addrefs to his Majefty will thew our Conttituents that 
we are Careful of the Affairs of the Nation, and have a 
Concern for the Merchants who have been fo great Suf- 
ferers by the Depredations committed by the Spaniards 5 
therefore I am for agrecing with the Motion, 


Sir 
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Sir Tho. Afton added, 





SIR 

F in all this Time there has been. nothing don 

by thofe Commiffaries, Iam much affraid that this 
Affair may be fpun out to a very great Length. Ido 
not know but that it may laft as long as the Gentlemen. 
who are employed as our Commiffaries may live 3 for 
as they have thereby a good Salary from, and all their 
Charges borne by their Country, they may not perhaps 
be too hafty in concluding the Affairs referred to them, 
and thereby putting an End to the beneficial Poft they 
enjoy 5 and on the other Hand it is to be prefumed, 
that the Spaniards will nike Ufe of all the Excufes 
they can invent for delaying their making that Repara- 
tion which in Juflice they ought to do, and which we 
are engaged in Honour to infifton. It is therefore our 
Duty, as Members of this Houfe, to defire from Time to 
Time to know what is doing in an Affair in which both 
the Intereft and the Honour of the Nation is fo much 
concerned, in order to prevent all unneceffary Delays, 
and to fatisfy the World that this Nation does not tamely 
put up fuch Injuries. 


Mr. Conduit for the Borough of Whitchurch in Hamp- 
fhire, took this .Occafion to deliver his Sentiments in 
Behalf of the Gentlemen employ’d as our Commiflaries 
in Spain, to this Effect, 

SIR, 

Find there is a very great Miftake in Prejudice to 

the worthy Gentlemen our Commiffaries in Spain. 
I muft do them the Juftice to declare, that to my Know- 
ledge they very much defpife the Salaries they have 
from the Publick, and are pufhing as much as poffible 
the Accommodation of all the Affairs referred to them, 
in order that they may return home to look after their 
private Affairs. I am very fure that there is not one 
of thofe Gentlemen, who for the Sake of the Salary 
would have gone out of the Kingdom, er who would 
ftay one Month in Spain, or any where, for the Sake of eng 
-joying fo trifling a Benefit. It was the Hopes only of being 
ferviceable to their Country, that prevailed on any of 
them to go thither, and they are doing as much as lies 
in their Power to render their Service as benficial as 
pofible to their Country; the fooner that Affair -is 
brought to a Conclufion, the more beneficial will their 
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Service certainly be. This I know to be the Cafe as to 
the Gentlemen that are employed, but if it were other- 
wife, his Majefty could certainly take Care that no 
unneceffary Delays fhould be allowed in an Affair of 
fuch Confequence, and certainly will lay before this 
Houfe an Account of all the Proceedings in that Affair 
as foon as it can be conveniently done ; and therefore I 
mutt be of Opinion, that there is no Occafion for our 
prefenting any fuch Addrefs as has been moved for. 





_ Pulteney reply’d on the other Side : 
_SLR, 

E may always depend on it, that his Majeity 

will take all poflible Care of this, as well as of 
every other Affair that regards the Honour or the Hap- 
pinefs of the Nation ; but in all Affairs his Majefty mutt 
employ others under him, he mutt neceflarily employ 
Minifters, and other inferior Agents to tranfac&t and 
manage the publick Affairs of the Nation ; and as they 
may be dilatory or negligent, therefore it is the Duty, 
and has always been the Prattice of this Houfe, to en- 
quire into the Management of Affairs of great Confe- 
quence. In the prefent Cafe, I am for the Addrefs pro- 
pofed, becaufe it will be a Spur to the Minifters, to 
procure as fpeedy and as ample a Satisfaftion to our 
injured Merchants, as they can poflibly get. Our ha- 
ving taken Notice in the Jaft Seffion of Parliament of 
the Spanifh Depredations, procured, I believe, thofe 
Commiffions and Inftruétions which were laft Summer 
fent to his Majefty’s Ships of War in the Weft Indies, 
That, I believe, was the chief Caufe of fending fome 
of our Ships to the Spani/h Coaft to demand Satisfaction™ 
for Englifh Merchant Ships which they had violently 
teken, and unjuftly confifcated. One of thefe Captains 
did accordingly, in Purfuance of the Inftru€tions he 
had received, fend his Boat with his Lieutenant and 
fome of his Sailors on Shore, to demand the Satisfa&tion 
propofed ; but the Spaniards were fo far from comply- 
ing with fo juft a Demand, that they added a new Af- 
front, and made the Lieutenant and the Men Prifoners ; 
whereupon he, like a brave, honeft, downright Fngli/k 
Captain, did what he ought to do, he feized the firft 
Spanijh Ship he could meet with; but I have been fince 
informed, that this Spani/h Ship has been reftored, tho” 
the Englifh Ship has neither been reftored, nor have the 
Owners met with any Satisfa&tion for the Damage and 
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Lofs they have fuftained. How this came about, how 
we came to reftore this Ship to them, before they had 
agreed to releafe our Ship, is more than I know, or can 
comprehend ; for as they had done the firft Injury, they 
eught, in my ‘Opinion, to have been obliged. to have 
made the firft Reparation. As to the Gentlemen’ that 
are employ’d as our Commilfaries in Spain, I do not 
know whether they defpife their Salaries or no, but I 
am fure, if they continue as long in Spain as one Gen- 
tleman feems apprchenfive they may, it will verify 
what I faid in this Houfe in Relation to thofe Affairs, 
that it would have been better for the Nation, and more 
to the Satisfaction of the Sufferers, to have given up 
the Affair at firft, and to have given the Sum of Money 
which fuch Commiffion might have coft the Publick, to 
be divided among our Merchants, who had been robbed 
and plunder’d by the Spaniards ; for even as it is, I am 
afraid that if the Charges that that Commiifion has _al- 
ready, and will ftand the Publick in, were to be dedutt- 
ed from the Sum which wé ‘may recover from the Spa- 
niards by Way of Reparation, there will very little re- 
main to be divided among the Sufferers. 
_ Here Mr.Chancellor of the Exchequer obferved, that 
wherever the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft 
got his Information in Relation to the Reftitution of 
the Spanifh Ship he made Mention of, to his Knowledge 
it was erroneous, for that at the fame Time, Orders 
were fent from hence for releafing the Spani/k Ship, Or- 
ders were in like Manner fent from the Court of Spain, 
for releafing and reftoring the Englifh Ship and Cargo, 
which they had before taken, and that her not being re- 
flored was no Negie& either at this or the Spanifh Court, 
but to the Excufes, Shifts, and Delays of his Catholick 
Majefty’s Governors in the Weft-Indies ; who, notwith- 
ftanding exprefs Orders from theit Court for delivering 
up the Ship and Cargo, had found fome new Pretences 
for delaying it. _ 
__ If this be the Cafe, reply’d Mr. Plumer, as the ho- 
nourable Gentleman who fpoke laft is pleafed to affure 
us, I cannot but with Pleafure obferve, that if ever 
any future War fhould happen between Spain and us, 
we muft certainly get the better of them ; for our Go- 
vernors and Officers in the Wejt-Indies are, it feems, 
rhoft punstual and exaét in obferving and obeying the 
Orders and Infiruétions they receive from hence, even 
2 the* 
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tho’ they may be perhaps not much ‘to their ewn -pri- 
‘vate ‘Liking ; whereas on the other Hand, it appears 
that his Catholick Majefty’s Governors and Officers in 
thofe Parts have but little Regard to the exprefs Orders 
they receive from him ; his Majefty, it feems, has no 
Authority over his own Officers, and confequently in 
Cafe of a War between us, we would have a very confi- 
derable Advantage over that Nation. 

There were other Gentlemen {poke againft Addrefling, 
but as ail the Speakers againft it feemed to be pretty 
indifferent, and the Gentlemen of the other Side infitting 
upon their Motion, therefore it was at laft agreed to 
without any Divifion ; and the Addrefs having been 
accordingly prefented, Mr. Comptroller reported to the 
Houfe on the 16th, his Majefty’s Anfwer, which was 
thus: 





HAT although 2y the Treaty of Seville, the Commiff- 
vies on the Part of Great Britain and Spain were to 

meet within four Months after the Exchange of the Ratifi- 
cation of that Treaty, and their Commiffions to continue for 
three Years from the Date of the faid Treaty; and altho” 
his Majefty’s Commiffaries were appointed on the 2d of 


April 1730, yet Zy feveral unforefeen Accidents, the Meet- 
ing of the Commiffaries in Spain was fo long delay’d, that 
the firft Conferences were not open’d “till the 23d of Febru- 
ary 1732, N.S. and that as fo much Time was elapfed be- 
fore the opening of their Commiffions, it has been fince 
agreed between the two Crowns, that the three Years for 
finifhing the Commiffion of the Jaid Commiffaries fiall be 
computed from their firft Meeting on the 23d of February 
laff ; which makes it impratticable for his Majefty to give 
the co Orders, for laying a pérfeét Account before 
Bhis Houfe, of what is defired in their Addre/;. 


On the 14th of Fedruary, the Houfe of Commons re- 
folved, that it would on Tuefday Morning then next 
refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to 
confider of the State of the Trade of his Majefty’s Sugar 
Colonies in America s but upon the faid Tuefday it was 
put off "till next Day, being Wednefday the 21ft of 
February, when the Houfe did refolve itfelf into the 
faid Committee, and Mr. Wynn"moved for a Refolution, 
© That no Sugar, Paneels, Syrops, or Melaffes, nor 
* any Rumor Spirits, except of the Growth or Manu- 
© fa@iure of his Majefty’s Sugar Colonies in America, 
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¢ fhould be imported into Ireland, but from Great Bri- 
© tain only. 

This Motion was oppofed by Mr. Carey, Reprefenta- 
tive in Parliament for Clifton, &3c. who faid in Subftance, 
That he would with, all his Heart join in any proper 
Meafures that could be propofed for encouraging our 
Sugar Colonies, but he could not agree to the altering 
the Laws as they then ftood, with refpe& to the Impor- 
tation into Ireland : That the allowing of Rum to be 
imported dire€tly into Ireland from any of our Colonies 
in the Weft-Indies, was with Delign to difcourage as 
much as poflible the Confumption of French Brandies in 
that Kingdom ; which Defign would be entirely over- 
thrown by the Refolution propofed, if any new Law 
fhould be made in purfuance thereof; for if it fhould 
be made neceflary to bring Rum to, and enter it in Eng- 
land, before it could be carry’d to Ireland, it would 
very much enhance the Price of that Commodity, by 
which the Confumption thereof would be difcouraged 
and diminifhed, and the Confumption of French Bran- 
dies would confequently be increafed: That he thought 
it was unreafonable to lay fuch a Reftriftion on the 
Trade to Ireland, becaufe that Kingdom was a Part of 
our own Dominions, and contributed very confiderably 
to the Riches and Power of England - That befides, if a 
Law fhould be made in the Terms of the Refolution 
propofed, it would probably embroil us with fome of our 
Neighbours ; That he did not know but the French would 
fook upon it as a Breach of that Article of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, by which it was ftipulated, that the Trade 
between France and us fhould remain on the fame F Qot- 
ing it was on-at that Time ; and the Portuguexze would 
certainly look on it as a Breach of the Treaties of Peace 
and Commerce fubfifting between us and them, becaufe, 
by fuch a Law the Importation of Portugal Sugars di- 
refily into Ireland, would be exprefly prohibited. 

He was anfwer’d by Mr. Scrope, for the City of Briftol, 
who {poke for the Motion as follows, That as to the 
enhancing of the Price of Rum in Ireland, and thereby 
difcouraging the Confumption thereof in that Kingdom, 
there was no fuch Confequence could enfue from the 
Refolution propofed, or from any Law that could be 
made in Purfuance thereof, becaufe there might ftill be 
as much Rum as was requifite for the Confumption in 
that Kingdom imported dire&tly thither from our own 
Sugar Colonies in America; what was propofed by the 
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Refolution moved for, was only to prohibit the direst 
Importation of any of the Commodities mentioned there- 
in, from any of the other Colonies in America, and we 
had very good Reafon for making fuch a Prohibition, 
becapfe it appeared that what was imported direétly 
into Ireland trom the other Colonies, was generally the 
Produce of the Forcign Sugar Colonies in that Part of 
the World, whereby the Trade of thofe Colonies was very 
much encouraged and improved, to the Ruin of our 
own Sugar Colonies in America: That though we were 
to look upon Ireland as a Part of our own Dominions, 
yet we ought not to allow them to encroach upon any 
Branch of the Trade of England: It was very well 
known that they were always endeavouring to encroach 
upon our Trade ; and if we did not take Care to keep 
that Country under the Yoke, they might in Time grow 
fo rich as to be able to throw it off, which they would 
perhaps willingly do, if ever it fhould happen to be in 
their Power: That as to Portugal, fome Words might 
be put in, or fome Provifo added, for obviating any Ex- 
ception that might be taken by them. 

Here Mr. Dodington for Bridgwater in Somerfet/hire 
fajd, He was forry to differ from his honourable Friend 
that fat by him, but that he had alway look’d on Pro- 
hibitions in Trade as of dangerous Confequence, and 
that therefore no Prohibition ought ever to be laid on 
_ it, but fuch as are in their own Nature abfolutely ne- 
ceflary : That we had no Reafon to be jealous of Jre- 
land, or to lay them under many Reftraints and Probi- 
bitions ; that Country had always appeared loyal and 
zealous for his Majefty, and for the prefent Royal Fami- 
ly ; they had generally behaved as good Subjefts, at 
leaft for many Years Jaft paft; and he believed the beft 
Way te keep them fo, was to give them ail proper En- 
couragement, and to fhun as much as poflible laying 
them under any particular Reftraints or Difadvantages : 
That he looked on that Kingdom in a very different 
Light from what fome other Gentlemen feemed to view 
it in ; the People thereof he always confider’d as a 
Part of ourfelves, and he hoped they, or at leaft the 
moft of them, never did, nor ever would look upon 
themfelves as being under any Yoke, but that of the 
Government, and the Laws of their Native Country. 

Mr. Horatio Walpole obferved next, that as to what 
was propofed by the Regulation moved for, he could 
perceive nothing therein contrary to the Treuties of 
qe Peace 
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Peace and Commerce fubfifting with Foreign Powers, 
*twas a Regulation of Trade only within our own Do- 
minions, and had no Relation to that of our Neighbours. 
If we were to prohibit the Importation of any one of 
their Commodities into any Part of the Briti/: Domi- 
nions, they might perhaps have Reafon to take it 
amifs ; they might fay, that fuch a Prohibition was an 
Infringement of fome of the Stipulations fubfifling be- 
tween us ; but what was now propofed, was not a gene- 
ral Prohibition, it was only the appointing of fuch par- 
ticular Places within our own Dominions for the Im- 
portation of fuch Commodities, and prohibiting the 
importing of them at fome other Places: As this regar- 
ded only our Trade among ourfelves, no foreign Power 
could take any juft Exceptions thereto ; but however, 
fince there was no Defign of prohibiting the Importa- 
tion of French Spirits, or Portugal Sugars dire&tly into 
Ireland, therefore he would propofe an Amendment, 
and that the Refolution fhould be in the Terms follow- 
ing, viz. That no Sugar, Paneels, Syrups, or Melaffes, 
of the Growth, Produét, or Manufatture of any of the 
Colonies or Plantations in America 3 nor any Rum or 
Spirits of America, except of the Growth or Manufac- 
ture of his Majefty’s Sugar Colonies there, be imported 
dnto Ireland, but from Great Britain only. 

The Refolution being thus amended, it was agreed to 
without any Divifion ; and then 

Mr.Wynn ftood up again and mov’d, ‘ That a Duty 
© of 45. per Hundred Weight, Sterling Money, be laid 
© on all foreign Sugars and Paneels imported into any 
© of his Majefty’s Colonies or Plantations in America.” 
Which was agreed to without any Oppofition. 

Then Colonel Bladen moved the two following Refo- 
Jutions, viz.. : 

* 3. That a Duty of 6d. per Gallon, Sterling Money, 
© be laid on all foreign Melaffes and Syrups imported 
© into any of his Majefty’s Colonies or Plantations in 
© America” - And 

* 2, That a Duty of 9d. per Gallon, Sterling Money, 
© be laid on all foreign Rum imported into any of his 
© Majefly’s Colonies or Plantations in America. 

Sir Fohn Barnard oppofed the faid Refolutions as fol- 
Jows: That as the Trade then ftood, between our Nor- 
thern Colonies and the French Sugar IMands, it appeared 
that our Colonies bought Melafies of them at a very 
Jow Price, and diftilled them into Rum, by which they 
‘ provided 
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provided themfelves at a {mall Charge with the Rum 
that was neceflary for them in their Trade with the In- 
dians, and in their Fifhing Trade ; they had, it was 
true, moft of the Materials for making this Rum from 
the French; but then the Manufaé&ture was al! their 
own, and thereby a great many of our Subjeéts in that 
ay of the World were employ’d and maintain’d : That 

y laying fuch a high Duty on French Melaffes, we 
fhould lay them under a Neceflity of manufacturing it 
themfelves, fo that our Subje&s would lofe all that 





_Employment, and inftead of buying Melaffes in their na- 


tural Drefs from the French, as they did formerly, they 
would be obliged to purchafe the fame Melaffes manu- 
faftured into Rum, whereby the French Sugar iflands 
would take of them at leaft three times the Money they 
took formerly. That as Melaffes was a Bulky Commo- 
dity, it would not be eafy to run them into any of our 
Northern Colonies, fo that the French would be kid un- 
der an abfolute Neceflity of manufaéturing them into 
Rum, and when manufa&tured into Rum, it would be 
eafy to carry that Rum and fell it in a Smuggling Way 
to our Fifhing Veffels at Sea, and even to run it into 
every one of our Colonies on the Continent of America. 
The Sea-Coafts belonging to us in that Part of the 
World were of fuch a vaft Extent, and fo many little 
Harbours and Creeks to be every where met with, the 
Roads fo little frequented, and the Towns fo open, that 
it would be impoflible te prevent the Running of French 
Rum on Shore, or the Conveying it from one Town to 
another after it is landed. No, not even if we fhould 
fend thither the whole Army of Excife Officers which 
we have here at home. The fending them thither, 
might, indeed, add a good deal to our Happinefs in 
this Country, but all of them together could be of no 
Service for fuch a Purpofe in that Country. That as 
to the laying a Duty both upon foreign Rum and Me- 
lalfes, he would not be altogether againft it, but then it 
ought to be only afmall Duty, for the Sake of giving 
an Advantage to our own Sugar Colonies in that Re- 
fpe&t, not fuch a high Duty as was in a Manner equal 
toa Prohibition ; for that was really granting a Mono- 
poly to our Sugar Ifands, with refpe&t to a Gommodity 
that is abfolutely neceflary for our Northern Colonies 
both in their Fifhing Trade, and in their Trade with 
the native Indians ; and as the French were our Rivals 
likewife in both thofe Trades, we were about giving 

them 
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them a certain Advantage as to thefe Trades, and that 
without doing them any Harm as to their Sugar Trade ; 
for if they fold Sugar and Rum cheaper than our Colo- 
nies did, they would have Vend enough for all they 
could make, they would have a ftolen Market for it in 
the Briti/z Dominions, and an open Market in all other 
Parts of the World. 

To which Colonel Bladen made Anfwer, That he had 
often heard our Army of Excife Officers fet ina very 
terrible Light, and reprefented as of the moft dangerous 
Confequence to the Liberties of the Nation, but now he 
heard it urged that this whole Army would not be able 
to reduce our Northern Colonies ; and he was fure, if 
ahey were not, there was no Fear of their being able to 
seduce this Nation. But without fending any of that 
Army to America, he hoped there would be no fuch 
Thing as Smuggling in that Part of the World; it was 
to prevent fuch a pernicious Practice, that he propofed 
only laying a Duty on Foreign Rum, he did not pro- 
pofe a Prohibition, and the Duty he had propofed was 
no higher than what was abfolutely neceffary for put- 
ting our own Sugar Iilands on an equal Foot with the 
French. ’ 

Sir John reply’d, That he had faid that our whole 
Army of Excifemen would not be able to prevent the 
Running of French Rum in that Country ; he did not 
talk of reducing the Country, he had not fo much as men- 
tioned the Word, but he belicved it would be much 
eafier to reduce the Country, than to prevent the Run- 
ning of French Rum in it, in Cafe what was then pro- 
pofed fhould take Effeét: That if the Gentleman really 
meant to prevent Running, he was very unfortunate in 
what he had propofed, for he had propofed the only 
Method that could be thought on, for fetting up and 
encouraging the Smuggling Trade, which was that of 
laying on a high Duty, equal, if not above the firft 
Price of the Commodity upon which it was laid. 

There were feveral other Gentlemen fpoke upon this 
Subje&t, fome of whom were againft the two Refolu- 
tions propofed, fome for amending them, and fome for 
agreeing ; at laft the Queftion was put, and they were 
feverally agreed to without any Divifion. 

After this, the two following (being the 5th and 6th 
Refolutions ) were agreed to without any Oppofition, 
wiz, t. © That all the Duties charged on the Importa- 
* tion of ali Sugars and Paneels of the Growth, Pro- 
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© dué&t and Manufatture of his Majefty’s Colonies and 
€ Plantations in America, into Great Britain, be drawn 
© back on Exportation of the fame. 

2. © That a Drawback or Allowance of 25. per Hun- 

"© dred Weight on all Sugars refin’d in and exported 
© from Great Britain, be paid on the Exportation thereof, 
© over and above all Drawbacks or Bounties now paya- 
© ble thereon. 

This laft Refolution was feconded by Sir Yohkn Barnard, 
who faid, That he would agree to that as wel! as the 
other Refolution with all his Heart, for that thefe two 
were the only Refolutions they had come to, which, in 
his Opinion, would be of any real Ufe to our Sugar 
Colonies, and particularly the laft Refolution he was 
glad to fee moved, becaufe he hoped it would make 
them think of fome other Things relating to our Trade, 
which ftood in need of fome fuch Redrefs from Parlia- 
ment, There were feveral Foreign Materials imported 
into this Kingdom, liable to Duties on Importation, 
which Duties were drawn back, if the Materials were 
again exported in the fame Shape, but if manufaétured 
and made more valuable by the Labour of our own Peo- 
ple, neither the Merchant nor the Manufacturer could 
draw back the Duties, even though they fhould after- 
wards export the fume, and could fhew that this Manu- 
fa&ture was made of Materials that had paid a Duty on 
Importation, and would have had a Drawback on Ex- 
portation, if they had been carry’d out rough as they 
were brought in: This he faid was a fcandalous Over- - 
fight when thefe Duties were firft impofed, but it was 
much more f{candalous that in fo long a Time this Over- 
fight had never been amended. There were, he faid, 
feveral Examples of this Overfight could be given, but 
he would then only mention. the Duties on foreign 
Hemp, Flax, Cordage, &c. which were drawn back, 
if the Goods fhould be exported in the fame Condition 
they were imported ; but if thefe very Goods fhould, by 
the Labour and Induftry of our own People, be manu- 
fa&tured into Cables, Ropes, and other Tackle for Ship- 
ping, and then exported, the Expotter could not have 
any Drawback : This, he faid, was a great Lofs to that 
Branch of our Trade, which was a very confiderable 
Branch, but would'be much more confiderable if it 
were not for this Hardfhip it laboured under. 

Thefe Refolutions being all agreed to as above men- 
tion’d, a Bill was then order’d to be brought in pur- 
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fuant to them ; and the fame was accordingly brought 
in, and paffed into a Law. 

On the 21ft of Fedruary, the Bill commonly known 
by the Name of the Penfion Rill, pafs’d the 3d reading, 
and Mr. Saudys was order’d to carry it up to the Houle 
of Lords, and defire their Concurrence. 

Next Day his Majefty came to the Houfe, and gave 
the Royal Affentto - 

An A@ for continuing ‘he Duties on Malt, &c. 

An A& to allow further Time to “John Thom/in to 
appear and make a Difcovery, Gc. 

With another Private Aét. 

On the 23d of February, the Houfe, according to Or- 
der, refolv’d itfelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, to confider further of Ways and Means for raifing 
the Supply granted to his Majefty. And the Account 
of the Moneys then remaining in the Exchequer, of the 
Produce of the Sinking Fund, difpofable by Parliament, 
having with others been referred to the faid Committee, 
Mr.Chancellor of the Exchequer ftood up and fpoke 
in Subftance as follows : 





SIR, 
N the laft Seffion of Parliament, this Houfe came to 
a Refolution, which, in my Opinion, was a good 
and moft reafonable Refolution ; and that was to eafe 
the Landed Interett of one Shilling in the Pound upon 
the Land Tax, by granting in lieu thereof, a Duty on 
Salt for three Years. By this the Landed Intereft, which 
has for fo manv Years borne fo great a Share of the pub- 
Jick Expence, has in this laft Year found a moft fenfible 
Eafe ; and if any Method can be fallen on for continu- 
ing this Eafe to them, fuch Method ought certainly to 
be follow’d. As I had in Jaft Sefion of Parliament the 
Honour of moving for that Refolution, the Approba- 
tion I then met with, encourages me now to offer to 
your Confideration another Motion, which I hope will 
be equally agreeable, and that is, that it may be refol- 
ved, ‘ That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that 
* towards raifing the Supply granted to his Majefty, 
* there be iffued and apply’d the Sum of 500.000/. out 
“ of fuch Moneys as have arifen from the Su-pluffes, 
© Exceffes, or Overplus Moneys, commonly call’d the 
€ Sinking Fund, over and above what hath been apply’d 
€ to the Payment of one Million, towards difcharging 
$ the National Debt, — to an A&t of the laft 
© Seffian 
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© Seffion of Parliament.” This Motion, I hope, will 
meet with the Approbation of this Houfe ; for it has 
always been my Opinion, and I believe it will be grar- 
ted by every Man, that the publick Expence ought 
always to be raifed according to that Method which is 
the leaft Burthenfome to the People: By this Method 
we fhall provide for a great Part of the current Service 
of the Year, without laying any Burthen whatever 
onthe People, and without doing Injuftice to any Man, 
or to any Set of Men: The Cafe of the Creditors of the 
Publick is now very much alter’d from what it was ; 
the Competition among them is not now which of them 
fhall be firft paid, but which of them fhal!l be the laft 
to be paid; and therefore Gentlemen need not now 
apprehend, that any of the publick Creditors will look 
upon the Houfe’s agreeing to this Motion as an In- 
juftice done them, or as any Hardfhip put upon them 5 
on the contrary, they will look on it asa Favour, and 
would be glad that a much larger Part of that Fund 
were to be apply’d in the fame Manner. And this 
Motion ought the rather to be agreed to, more-ef/pecial- 
ly by thofe who have a Regard for the Landed Intereft, 
becaufe we can thereby continue to the Landed Gentle- 
men that Eafe which we granted them laft Year ; where- 
as ‘if this Motion fhall appear not to be agreeable to 
the Committee, then I, or fome other Gentleman of 
this Houfe, muft move for a Land-Tax of Two Shillings 
in the Pound, there, not being, fo far as I know, any 
other Way or Means left of providing for the current 
Service of the Year. 





Upon this there enfu'd a long Debate, in which the 
following Gentlemen fpoke in Subftance, viz. 


Mr. William Pulteney. 
SIR, ' 

B beens: I was aware of the Motion now made by 
the Honourable Gentleman fitting near me, yet I 

was in Hopes that what he has now moved for, was not 
all that he was to open this Day to the Committee we 
are now in; and therefore I fhall conclude with a Mo- 
tion of a different Kind from what the Gentleman has 
been pleafed to make to us. But, Sir, theré is another 
Thing, a very terrible Affair impending ! A monftrous 
Projest ! Yea, more monflrous than has ever yet been 
reprefented { It is fuch a Proje&t, as hag ftruck Terrot 
Ee 2 inte 
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into the Minds of moft Gentlemen within this Houfe, 
and into the Minds of all Men without Doors, who 
have any Regard to the Happinefs or to the Conftitu- 
tion of their Country. I mean, Sir, that Monfter, the 
Excife! That Plan of Arbitrary Power, which is ex- 
pected to be laid before this Houfe in the prefent Seffion 
of Parliament. This, I fay, is expeéted, and therefore 
I am for having the whole of that Gentleman’s Defigns 
laid before this Committee at once, and a fufficient 
Time given for us to confider the whole, before we come 
to a Refolution on any Part. 

Of late Years, Gentlemen have been led, I do not 
know how, into a new Method of proceeding in Par- 
liament, a Method very different from what our Ance- 
ftors did always obferve. In former Timés, the gene- 
ra} or particular Grievances were firft examined, confi- 
der’d, and redrefs’d in Parliament, before they enter’d 
upon the granting of any Supplies ; but lately we have 
been led into a Method of granting all the Money ne- 
ceflary for the Publick Service among the firft Things 
wedo. The Malt Tax Bill, the Land Tax Bill, and 
fuch Bills are now in every Seffion the firft Things that 
appear upon the Journals of this Houfe ; and when thefe 
Things are finiihed, the Gentlemen in the Adminiftra- 
tion generally look on the whole Bufinefs of the Seffion 
to be over. If this Houfe fhould then enter upon any 
difagreeable Enquiries into Grievances, we might then 
perhaps be told, that the Seafon was too far fpent, that 
it was neceflary for Gentlemen to return home to mind 
their private Affairs; we might probably be obliged to 
defer to another Seffion, what the Welfare of this Na- 
tion required to be determined in the prefent. I hope 
Gentlemen will confider this, and that they will again 
begin to follow the wife Method obferved by our Ance- 
ftors, and keep fome Security in our own Hands, for 
our fitting till we have heard and redreffed all the Grie- 
vances of our Fellow Subjeéts. There are feveral Things 
which we ought to examine into, before this Seflion 
fhall be concluded. Does not every Gentleman know ? 
Does not every Gentleman expeét that there is an Ap- 
plication to be made to us from the South-Sea Company ? 
That Company has now made Choice of a Set of honeft 
Proprietors to be the Dire€tors of their Affairs ; they 
are enquiring into the State of that Company’s Affairs, 
and they muft enquire into the Management of their 
Affairs for fome Time paft; In both thefe they Pate 
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ftand in need of a Parliamentary Relief, and in both it 
ought to be granted them. 

The honourable Gentleman addreffles himfelf in a 
very particular Manner to the Landed Intereft ; I hope 
every Gentleman in this Houfe has a Regard for the 
Landed Intereft ; but I hope the Landed Gentlemen of 
this Houfe are not to be bully’d into any Minifterial 
Jobs, by telling them, that if they do not agree to fuch 
a Motion, a Land Tax of Two Shillings in the Pound 
mutft be moved for. I hope, Sir, the Landed Gentle- 
men will never be induced to confent to any Thing that 
may undo the Nation, and overturn the Conftitution 
for fo fmall a Bribe, fo trifling a Confideration, as that 
of being free from the Payment of One Shilling in 
the Pound Land Tax, and for one Year only. The 
Landed Gentlemen of this Nation have often ventur’d 
their All in their Country’s Caufe, and it is an Indig- 
nity offer’'d to them, to imagine, that their paying or 
not paying fuch a Trifle as One Shilling in the Pound 
Land Tax will be of any Weight with them, when it 
comes in Competition with the Welfare and Happinefs 
of their Country. 

The Sinking Fund, that Sacred Depofit for extin- 
guifhing the Debts, and abolifhing the Taxes which lie 
fo heavy on the Trade and the People of this Nation, 
ought never to be touched; no Confideration whatever 
ought to prevail with us to convert that Fund to any 
Ufe but that for which it was originally defign’d. It 
has of Jate been too often robb’d; I beg Pardon, Sir, 
Robbing is a harfh Word, I will not fay robbed; but 
I muft fay, that upon feveral Occafions there have been 
confiderable Sums nipped away from it: Upon the De- 
mife of his late Majefty, a large Sum was taken from 
the Sinking Fund, and apply’d to the Civil Lift; by 
the taking off the Salt Duty, another large Yearly Sum 
was taken away from that Fund ; the People are now 
again charged with that Duty, but no Reftitution has 
been made to the Sinking Fund. Thus, Sir, there has 
been already a very large Sum taken from it at feveral 
Times, and now it is propofed to {nip off it 500,0007. 
atonce. At this Rate, the People of this Nation muft 
for ever groan under the Load of Taxes they are now 
fubje& to 5 and our Trade, as long as we have any left, 
muft labour under the Difficulties and Difcouragements 
it is now expofed to. Is this confiftent with the Welfare 
or Happinefs of the Nation? Is this the Method by 
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which ‘the landed Gentlemen are to be eafed of One 
Shilling in the Pound Land Tax ? 

The honourable Gentleman has been called, and once 
had the Vanity to call himfelf the Father of the Sink- 
ing Fund ; but if Solomon’s Judgment was right, he 
who is thus for fplitting and dividing the Child can 
~ never be deemed to be the true Father. He may claim, 
and I fhall allow him the Honour of being the Father 
of two other Children lately brought forth in this Na- 
tion, a Standing Army and an Excife ; but as for the 
Sinking Fund, he feems now to renounce all Pretences 
of being the Father thereof. I fhall not now enter far. 
ther into the Merits of the Motion that the honourable 
Gentleman has been pleafed to make, becaufe I hope a 
proper Time will be allow’d for Gentlemen to confider 
of a Queftion of fo great Confequence, and therefore I 
fhall conclude with a Motion for the Chairman to leave 
the Chair. 





Here Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ’rofe up again 
and reply’d: | 


SIR, 
S for the Gentleman’s faying, that I had once the 
Vanity of calling myfelf the Father of the Sink- 
ing Fund, I muft fay, that whether I was vain of being 
thought fo or no, I remember a Time when the eftablith- 
ing that Fund was treated asa monftrous Proje&, and then 
I was obliged to father it.; but no fooner was it found 
out to bea good and a right Thing, and a Projeét that 
was both feafible and agreeable to the Intereft of this Na- 
tion, but other Gentlemen endeavoured to rob the real 
Father, whoever he was, of the Glory of being the Fa- 
ther of that Child. As for the other monftrous Projeét fo 
much talk’d of, which fome Gentlemen now endeavour 
to thew in fo terrible a Light, I doubt not but that in a 
little Time it will appear in a quite different Shape to 
the impartial and unprejudiced Part of the Nation. 
Let it be what it will, I am refolved to propofe it ; 
and if I have but a very little Time, I fhall lay it be- 
fore you for your Confideration : I have no Doubt but 
that upon a thorough Examination, it will be found to 
be for the general Intereft of the Nation, and for the 
Advantage of every fair Trader in particular ; and this 
¥ am fo much convinced of, that I believe I may live to 
have it told me, that I was not the Father of it, but that 
other 
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other People had thought of it before me. I never as 
yet inclined to do that which I thought was ill ; Tam 
afraid of doing fo; but I never fhall be afraid of doing 
well; I never fhall be afraid of doing Good, either to 
my Country, or to private Men, fo far as is confiftent 
with the Intereft of my Country. As for the Sums 
which have been taken from the Sinking Fund, and 
added to the Civil Lift, they were not taken from it by 
me, they were taken from it by the Authority of this 
Houfe ; I was only one of thofe who confented to its 
and particularly as to the Sum which was taken from 
the Sinking Fund upon the Demife of the late King, 
and given to the Civil Lift, the honourable Gentleman 
who fits near me, agreed to it as well as I did ; both of 
us did agree to it, but our Motives for agreeing were 
perhaps very different. 

The Sinking Fund was eflablifhed for the Payment of 
the Debts of the Nation, but ftill it was left fubjeét to 
the Difpofal of Parliament ; if upon any Occafion it 
fhall appear that a Part of it may be more properly 
applied to fome other Ufe, the Legiflature has certainly 
a Power to apply it in that Manner which they fhall 
judge to be ‘moft for the publick Good, and for the Inte- 
reft of the Nation in general. This is the proper Que- 
ftion now under our Confideration ; we are now to de- 
termine, whether the Sum of 500,000/. fhall be ap- 
ply’d this Year towards the Eafe of the Landed Inte- 
reft, where it is very much wanted, where it is abfo- 
lutely neceffary to give fome Relief ; or if the whole 
fhall be this Year applied towards the Payment of the 
publick Creditors who fland in no need of fuch Pay- 
ment, who do not fo much. as with or defire it. This 
is the plain State of the Queftion ; and I could hardly 
have expested that this would have ftood a Debate. 





Sir Sohn Barnard {poke next to the following Purpofe. 


S1R, 

S to the Proje& which the honourable Gentleman on 

the Floor feems to be afraid of being robb’d of the 
Glory of, I believe he may be very eafy in that Refpe& ; 
for whatever he has met with in other Cafes, he needs 
not be under anyApprehenfions as to that ; for my Part, 
Tam fo far from believing that when it appears in Pub- 
Jick, it will procure either Honour or Glory to the 
firft Projef&tor, whoever he be, that I am firmly con- 
2 vinced 
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vinced it will turn out to his eternal Shame and Difho- 
nour, and that the more the Proje&t is examin’d, and 
the Confequences thereof confider’d, the more the Pro- 
jetor will be hated and defpifed. 

But as to the Queftion now before us, it affords me a 
moft melancholly Confideration ; I own that the Lanced 
Intereft, as well as every other Intereft, flands very 
much in need of Relief; I allow that by what the 
Gentleman now propofes, the Landed Intereft may meet 
with fome immediate Eafe ; and I will likewife eafily 
grant, that it may, in our prefent Circumftances, be 
agreeable to the Creditors of the Publick; but while 
I have the Honour to be 2 Member of this Houfe, I 
am not to confider the immediate Eafe of the Landed 
Intereft in particular, nor the prefent Pleafure of the 
Publick Creditors ; I am to confider the Welfare of the 
Nation in general, both as to the prefent, and as to fu- 
ture Times ; and as Iam convinced that what is now 
gropofed, will in the long Run be contrary to the Inte- 
reft of the Nation in general, I therefore muft give my 
Diffent. 

In all Affairs which come before this Houfe, we are 
to have a due Regard to Pofterity, we are in Honour and 
Duty bound to confider the future Happinefs of the 
Nation, as well asthe prefent ; and the Queftion now 
before us is, Whether we fhall give a prefent Eafe to 
the Landed Interefl of One Shilling in the Pound Land- 
Tax, by unjuftly loading our Pofterity with the’ Pay- 
ment of 500,000/. and the Intereft thereof from this 
prefent Year ? Or, Whether we fhall continue to pay 
the One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, and thereby 
free the Nation of a Debt of 500,000/. and ourfelves 
and our Pofterity of a new Debt of 20,0001. which muft 
be yearly incurred by this Nation, for the Payment of 
the Intereft upon that Debt, ’till the principal Sum be 
fatisfy’d and paid. This is the Queftion before us, and 
every Man who has a Regard to Pofterity, or to the fu- 
ture Happinefs of his. native Country, muft eafily de- 
termine what Side he is to'take: This is the Light it 
ought to be confider’d in ; and whoever confiders it in 
this Light, muft conclude that what is propofed, is a 
robbing of our Pofterity of 500,000/. and the growing 
Intereft thereof for the Sake of a trifling prefent Eafe to 
ourfelves, If the Landed Intereft, or any Intereft, could 
be relieved by reducing the publick Expence, it would 
redound to the Glory of him who had the Honour of 
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being the Author thereof; but to eafe ourfelves by 
loading our Pofterity, is a poor temporary Expedient of 
fhort-fighted or felf-interefted Politicians, and the Au- 
thor of fuch an Expedient muft expe the Curfes of 
Pofterity, and can never expeét prefent Thanks from 
any but fuch as are as fhort-fighted or as felf-interefted 
as himfelf. 

I hope I thal) not now be taxed with affefting Popu- 
larity, or with fpeaking Provincially, or as a Member 
for the City of London, as I have often been upon other 
Occafions ; for as to the prefent Queflion, I confider it 
entirély in a national View. As a Member of this 
Houfe, I fhall always look upon myfelf as one of the 
Reprefentatives of the People of Great Britain, and I 
hope every Gentleman who has the Honour of being a 
Member of this Houfe, will always do the fame. I 
hope it will never be in the Power of any Man to make 





' the Landed Intereft range themfelves in Oppofition to 


the Trading Intereft of this Nation ; but if ever fuch a 
wicked Defign fhould take Effett, if the Members of 
this Houfe fhould ever be brought to talk and to vote 
provincially, or as Members for Cities or Boroughs, or 
Members for Counties ; if the former were to join to- 
gether againft the latter, it is eafy to determine on 
which Side the Majority would be. The honourable 
Gentleman who made the Motion, now feems to aim at 
the Affeftation of Popularity among the Landed Gen- 
tlemen of this Kingdom ; this Tam really furprized at, 
confidering how often he has taxed me and othes Gentle- 
men in this Houfe with the AffeStation of Popularity, 
asa moft heinous Crime. 

The Creditors of the Publick are, perhaps, at prefent 
unwilling to be paid off, becaufe they have a greater 
Intereft for their Money from the Publick, than they 
can have any where elfe ; this is one Reafon, but not 
the principal Reafon for it; for the chief Reafon is, 
the Method and Manner of paying them : If a confide- 
rable Part of their Debts were to be paid at once, and 
a reafonable Notice given to them of fuch Payments 
being to be. made, they could then make fuch an Ar- 
rangement of their Affairs, as to difpofe of their Mo- 
ney to as good an Advantage for themfelves, and much 
more tothe Advantage of the Trade of this Nation; but 
in the prefent Method of paying them, the Payments 
are fo fmall, and the Warning fo fhort, that many of 
them do not well — to difpofe of the fmall 
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Sums they receive, and therefore they are unwilling to 
receive any in that Manner: However, let their Incti- 
nations be how they pleafe, it is certainly the Intereft 
of the Nation to have them all paid off, the fooner it is 
done, the happier it will be for the Nation, and there: 
fore no Part of what is appropriated to their Payment, 
oughtito be converted to any other Ufe: Their Unwil- 
lingnefs to receive Payment, is fo far from being an Ar- 
gument againft paying them, that on the contrary -it 
fhews that they have a better Bargain from the Publick 
than they can in the fame Way have from any other Per- 
fon, and therefore if it were poflible to borrow Money 
at a lower Intereft, if it.were poflible to add to the Sink- 
ing Fund, the Publick ought certainly to do it, in 
order to pay off thofe who are now Creditors of the 
Publick at fo high a yearly Intereft. 

I hope it will be thought that I am fincere in what I 
fay, fince I am, in every refpect talking againft my own 
private Intereft; I have a. Part of my Eftate in Land, 
otherwife I could not have a Seat in this Houfe ; and as 
a Landholder, I ought, if 1 confider’d my own private 
Intereft, to be for the reducing of the Land Tax : I have 
another Part of my Eftate in the Publick Funds ; and 
eonfequently I ought to be as fond as other Men of not 
being paid off, and. of having as high an Intereft as I 
ean poflibly get from the Publick 3 and the remaining 
Part of my Eftate I have in Trade, as to which alfo E 
fpeak againft my own Intereft ; for as a Trader I ought 
to be again{t the paying off of the Publick Funds, be- 
caufe the Intereft of Money will be thereby reduced 5 
and though it may feem a Paradox, yet it is certain, 
that the higher the Intereft of Money is in any Country, 
the greater Profit the private Trader will always make : 
in a Country where the Intereft of Money is high,. the 
Traders will be but few, the general Stock in Trade 
will be but fmall, but every Man who is a Trader 
ay make a great Profit of what Money he has in 

rade. 





Here Mr. Danvers for the Borough of Bramber in Suf- 
fex, ftood up in Behalf of the Motion made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, faying, he was fo far 
from feeing the leaft Inconvenience in what the honou- 
rable Gentleman had propofed, that ‘confidering how 
little Occafion there was for paying off any of the pub- 
Tick Debts, he was furprized at his Modefty in “— 
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fo little from the Sinking Fund ; had he asked the whole, 
it would have been but reafomable to have given it him, 
fince it is for the Support of a Government under which 
we enjoy fo many Bieflings. That the Landed Gentle- 
meh bore the greateft Share of the late War, by which 
all thofe Funds were created, out of which the Plumb- 
Men of the City of London have made moft of their E- 
flates: That the Landed Intereft having thus labour’d 
long under the greateft Diftrefs, they ought to embrace 
every Opportunity to give it fome Relief. 





Sir William Wyndham addrefs’d himfelf next to the Chair. 


SIR, 

Hough I have the Honour ‘to fit in this Houfe as 
a Knight of a Shire, yet I look on myfelf as one 
of the Reprefentatives of the whole Body of the People 
of England, and therefore I fhall never endeavour to 
find cut a Diftin@ion between the Intereft of the Landed 
Gentlemen, and that of the Nation in general ; fuch 
Endeavours I know to be vain, and whoever does endea- 
vour it, will foon find himfelf difappointed in his De- 
fign. 1 know that fince laft Seffion of Parliament, it 
has been: moft induftrioufly given about in the County 
which I have the Honour to reprefent, O Gentlemen ! 
The Knight of your Shire was againft eafing you of One Shil- 
ling in the Pound Land-Tax. Whether this was done 
with a Defign to do me Service or Differvice, I thal! not 
determine ; but if it was done with Defiga to do me a 
* Differvice, I fhall Jeave thofe who did it to brag of 
their Succefs.. For my own Part, I am fo confcious that 
my Behaviour in that: Affair laft Seffion of Parliament 
was right, that were I to plead Merit with my Confti- 
tuents upon any one Vote I ever gave in this Houfe, it 
would be upon my Way of voting in that very Affair s 
for I fhall always be againft facrificing the publick 
Happinefs of the Nation, or the Security of our Confli- 
.tution, to any fuch mean and fordid View as that of a 
little prefent Eafe in the Land Tax, and I hope every 
Landed Gentleman whom I have the Honour to repre- 

fent is now and always will be of the fame Opinion. 
“The Sinking Fund is a Fund I have always had the 
greateft Veneration for; I look on it asa Sacred Fund 
appropriated to the relieving the Nation from that Load 
of Debts and Taxes it now groans under; I take it to 
be fo abfolutely re to that Ufe, that if upon 
f: any 
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any prefing and unlooked-for Emergency, we fhould be 
neceffarily obliged to borrow a little from it, the fame 
with Intereft ought to be repaid by fome Tax to be 
raifed within the Year. I have, indeed, been always 
afraid that fome enterprizing Minifter might be tempted 
to feize upon it, or fome Part of it, in Time of War ; 
but I little dreamt of feeing any Attempts made upon 
it ina Time of the moft profound Tranquillity. ‘ It _ 
is to me a melancholy Confideration to think of the 
prefent vaft Load of National Debt ; a Debt of no lefs 
than 45 Millions Sterling and upwards, and that all 
contra&ted fince the Revolution ! This muft be a melan- 
choly Confideration to every Gentleman that has any 
Concern for his Country’s Happinefs ; but if the Mo- 
tion now made to us fhall be agreed to, how difmal 
will this Confideration’ be render’d, when we reflect 
upon the little Appearance that there will then be of 
this Debt’s ever being paid? Is the publick Expence 
never to be leffen’d ? Are the People of Englgnd always 
to pay the fame heavy and grievous Taxés ? Surely, Sir, 
if there is ever a Time to be looked for of eafing the 
People of this Nation, the prefent is the Time for do- 
ing it. But when I refleétt upon what was done Jaft 
Seflion of Parliament, I am really afraid of propofing 
anv Relief for the poor Manufa&turers and Labourers of 
this Nation; I do not think we can truft ourfelves: 
The Salt Duty was taken off by this Houfe, as a Tax 
the moft grievous to the Labourer and to the Poor of 
this Nation, and the Sinking Fund was thereby dimi- 
nifhed ; for the Relief of the Poor we did cdnfent to 
this Incroachment on that Sacred Fund ; but that very 
Tax was again laid on, becaufe fome Gentlemen pretend 
to have found out, that the Landed Gentlemen of Eng- 
tand were poorer than the Poor. At this Rate the 
whole of the Sinking Fund may by Degrees be ex- 
haufted, and the Poor of the Nation not relieved from 
any one Tax they now groan under, : ; 
Laft Year the Salt Duty was laid on for three Years, 
in lieu of One Shilling in the Pound Land Tax for one 
Year, and this was pretended to be a Relief to the 
Landed Intereft ; but it was then evidently made ap- 
pear, that it was no Relief even to any Landed Gentle- 
man itt England, unlefs he was a Man of a plentiful 
Land Ettate. And it was then alfo made appear, that 
the People of the Nation were to pay above a Million 
for the 500,cool, then faved in the Pockets of the 
‘ "Landed 
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Landed Gentlemen. And now this Year the Sum of 
$00,000/7. is to be taken from the Sinking Fund in 
lieu of One Shilling in the Pound Land Tax ; this is 
likewife’ pretended to be a Relief, but upon a ftrict 
Examination it will be found to be much fuch another 
Relief as that of laft Year. We are to fave this Year 
in the Pockets of the Landed Gentlemen 500,000/. but 
this Sum muft hereafter be paid by the Nation fome 
Time or other: If it be paid next Year, we then pay 
$20,000/. for it; if not "till Two Years hence, we 
pay upwards of 540,000/. and if it is not paid ’till Fif- 
teen or Sixteen Years hence, by computing Intereft 
upon Intereft, which in fuch Cafes muft always be 
done, the Nation muft then pay above a Million for the 
500,000/, Eafe, now pretended to be given to the 
Landed Gentlemen. This is the leaft Sum that it will 
coft the Nation, but if to this we add what might be 
faved by the abolifhing of fome of thofe Taxes which 
now lie heavy upon Trade, and which coft the Nation 
more in levying than the neat Produce ever amounts 
to, then it will appear, that the Nation mutt be infinite- 
ly a greater Lofer by this Eafe now pretended to be 
given to the Landed Intereft. Let any Landed Gentle- 
man confider this, and at the fame Time let him confi- 
der that the Lands of Great Britain ftand ultimately 
obliged to pay all the Debts we owe, in Cafe our pre- 
fent Funds fhould fail, which they may probably do by 
the Decay of our Trade, if it continues long under the 
Difficulties it at prefent labours under; let any Landed 
Gentleman, I fay, confider this, and then let him de- 
termine whether he and his Pofterity owe Thanks to 
the Gentlemen who now pretend to be fo great Friends 
to the Landed Intereft. 

What can thofe Gentlemen fay, who are thus for 
loading Pofterity ? Can they imagine that there will 
ever be a Time*of more profound Tranquility ? Can 
they imagine that there will ever be a lefs Occafion for 
Publick Expence ? Or can they imagine that our Po- 
fterity will be in much better Circumftances than we 
are? Iam fure, if we propofe the laft, we mutt fhew 
fome more Regard to the Trade of the Nation than has 
been fhewn for fome Time paft ; we mutt think of re- 
lieving the poor Tradefmen and Manufatturers from the 
many and various Kinds of Taxes they now groan un- 
ders and we muft avoid all Occafions of loading the 
Publick with the Payment of Intereft, by prone 
: within 
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within the Year for the current Service of the Year : 
‘Fo this the Motion now made is dire&tly contrary ; for 
the not paying off of an old Debt is the fame with con- 
tra&ting a new, and fubje&ts the Nation to the fame Ex- 
pence with refpeést to the Payment of Intereft. But I 
thal] not trouble Gentlemen any farther upon this Sub- 
je& at prefent, becaufe I hope we fhall have another 
Day to confider of this Queftion ; and therefore I fhall 
conclude with the feconding of the Motion for the 
Chairman’s leaving the Chair. 


He was anfwer’d by Mr. Pelham. 
SIR, 


A’ other Gentlemen have their melancholy Confide- 
& rations, fo I have mine ; the moft melancholy 
Confideration I have is, that notwithftanding our having 
a Government, under which we enjoy. our Laws, our 
Liberties, and our Religion, to the utmoft Extent, yet 
it is abfolutely neceflary to put the Nation to a very 
great annual Charge, in order to fupport that Govern- 
ment againft the Foreign Enemies both of our Conftitu- 
tion and Religion, fupported and encouraged by our 
Fa&tions and Divifions at home: This is the Reafon 
that we cannot, by a Saving in the publick Charge, 
give that Eafe to the Landed Intereft, whichis become 
abfolutely neceflary to be given ; and fince we cannot, 
with any Safety to the Conftitution, or to the prefent 
happy Eftablifhment, give that Eafe by a Saving in 
the publick annual Expence, we muft therefore refolve 
to give it in that Manner which will be leaft burthen- 
fome to -the People, and that I take to be the Method 
which is now propofed to us. 

Gentlemen may talk as they pleafe of what was done 
in laft Seffion of Parliament, but I can fay that in all 
Places- where I have fince been, I have had the Pleafure 
of having the univerfal Thanks of the People, for the 
Eafe then given to the Landed Intereft : Whatever 
Glofs may now be put upon that Affair, yet I know 
that fome Gentlemen who appeared againft it, were 
heard to fay at the Time that that Affair was firit men- 
tion’d, Tris is a mof damnable Projeét ! It will pleafe the 
Country too much, and therefore we muft endeavour to ren- 
der it abortive. 1 will, indeed, do the Gentlemen the 
Juftice to believe that they then fpoke as'they thought 5 
and they then did what they could to prevent the Suc- 
cefs of a Defign by which his Majefty’s mecemnisis - 
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has gained'the Favour and the Efteem of the Generality 
of the Landholders in England, + . 

I have as great a Regard for Pofierity, and for the 
future Happinefs of the Nation, as any Gentleman in 
this Houfe ; and therefore I fhall never be againft any 
Thing that is abfolutely neceflary for conveying to Po- 
fterity the many Bleffings we now enjoy under the pre- 
fent happy Eftablifhment. What is now propofed, is 
not a throwing of any new Load upon Pofterity ; it is 
only a difpofing of that Money which always has, and 
ftill is at the Difpofal of Parliament: We have a 
Right to difpofe of it in that Manner which we think 
moft conducive to the general Intereft of the Nation, and 
what is now propofed, is only an exercifing of that 


Right, and thereby granting an Eafe to the moft oppref- 


fed Part of his Majefty’s Subjetts; at a Time when 
there is no. prefing Demand for applying the Money 
either to that Ufe for which it was at firft intended, 
or to any other Ufe whatever. This is a Queftion that, 
in"my Opinion, requires no Timie to confider of ; it is 
granted by every Gentleman who has fpoke in this De« 
bate, that the Creditors of the Publick do not defire to 
have their Money ; and it is likewife granted that the 
Landed Intereft ftand in great Need of Relief; it cannot 
therefore be doubted, but that the Parliament may and 
ought: to apply at jeaft a Part of that which is not fo 
much as wifhed for by the Publick Creditors, to the 
Relief of thofe who are now in fo great Diftrefs, efpe- 
cially fince no Relief can be given to them by any 
other Means ; for which Reafon, I fhall be for agreeing 
with the Motion made by the honourable Gentleman by 
me. 


Mr.W——r obferved here with regard to Srotland as 
follows : 
SIR, ' 

1; is known, I believe, by every Gentleman in the 
I. Houfe, that Scotland pays little or no Part of what 
is raifed for the Ufe of the Sinking Fund, and for the 
fmall Part they do, or ought to contribute towards that 
Fund, they have already receiv’d an Equivalent ; fo 
that by what is now propofed to us, that Part of the 
Nation is not to contribute a Shilling towards this 
$00,000/. which is to be apply’d for the current Ser- 
vice of the-Year : Now, I fhould be glad to know by 
what Article of the Union they are to be free from 
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paying any Part of fo large a Sum for the current Ser- 
vice of the Year, I find,’ by fome Accounts call’d for, 
and now lying on our’Table, that there has been but a 
very little paid by the People of that Part of the Ifland, 
towards the Support of the Government ; and I believe 
that the little that has been paid, has generally been di- 
fiributed away among themfelves, in Penfions, Rewards, 
and Gratuities. 





Mr. Taylor, for the Borough of Petersfield in Hamp- 
fhire was pleafed here to take Notice, That there are 
fme People in this Nation, whofe Cafe is fuch, that 
the more they owe, the greater Advantage they make, 
and;the richer they grow : Thefe are Bankers. That by 
the Motion made to the Houfe, one would imagine 
fome Gentlemen took the Cafe of the Nation to be the 
fame. For his Part, he could not think fo, and there- 
fore differ’d from the Motion. 


Several other Gentlemen having fpoke in this Debate, 
the Queftion was put, Whether the Speaker fhould then 
Jeave the Chair? (that being a Sort of previous Que- 
ftion: in Committees,.and always to be put, if moved 
for, before any other) it pafs’d in the Negative, 245 
againft 135 3 after which, the Queftion was put upon 
the firft Motion, and carry’d without any Divifion. 

It.was then moved and refolved without Oppofition, 
© That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that to- 
© wards raifing the Supply granted to his Majefty, the 
¢ Sum of One Shilling in the Pound, and no more, be 
© raifed in the Year 1733, upon Lands, Tenements, He- 
© reditaments, Penfions, Offices, and Perfonal Eftates, in 
© that Part of Great Britain called England, Wales, and 
* the Town of Berwick upon Tweed; and that a pro- 
© portionable Cefs (according to the oth Article of the 
© Treaty of Union) be laid upon that Part of Great 
© Britain called Scotland, 

Thefe Refolutions of the Committee of Ways and 
Means were reported to the Houfe on Monday the 26th 
of February ; and the Queftion being moved, for agree- 
ing with the Committee as to the firft Refolution, there 
enfu’d a new Debate, of the Subftance of which the 
following is an Abftraét, viz. 


Samuek 














NOLXXI — for the Tear.733. 2 


“ Samuel’ Sandys, Eg; 
STR, | ' 
. T Otwithftanditig the long Debate that was in the 
Committee upon this-Refolution, yet I cannot now 
let it ‘pafs without taking Notice of the bad Confequen- 
ces it may be attended with. The perpetual Metliod 
heretofore, of providing for the current Service of the 
Year, has been to grant annual a to be raifed by 
Taxes which were granted for that Purpofe, and confe- 
quently were granted only for one Year; at the Expi- 
tation of that Year, they were at an End, and none of 
the Officers of the Crown durft pretend to levy them 
any longer on the People: It would have been High 
Treafon in any Officer to levy any fuch<Tax after the 
Expiration of the Year for which-it was granted by 
Parliament. By this Method our Kings have always 
been under a Neceflity of calling Parliaments frequently é 
if the King wanted a Supply, there was no Tax fubfift- 
ing by’ Law, out of whith he could get it, and there- 
fore he was obliged to calla Parliament to grant him a 
new Supply, and to impofe a new annual Tax for that 
Purpofe. Of this Nature is the Land-Tax ; it has al 
ways been one of thofe Faxes which were granted for 
the current Service of the Year, and for that Reafon 
has never been granted’ for more than one Year at a 
Time. But what are we now about todo? We are go- 
ing to depart from this laudible Method always obfer- 
‘ved by our Anceftors 5 we are going to give up that Tax 
which ‘we have always in our own Hands, and which 
we may gfant or no, as we fee Occafion; and in the 
Room thertof we are going ‘to fubftitute a Tax, or at 
Jeaft a Method’ of providing for the current Service of 
the Year which wé have not in our Power; the Taxes 
by which the Sinking Fund is raifed, being all granted 
for ever, and may be levy’d on the People without any 
new Authotity from Parliament. By this Method we 
clearly ‘point outa Method by which fome future am- 
bitious’ Prince may provide for the current Service of 
the Year, wifhout the Affiftance of Parliament ; from 
whence ‘hé may judge, that Parliaments are unneceflarv, 
and will’ certainly Jay them afide as foon as he finds 
_ them’ tfoublefome. By thofe Taxes granted for the 
Sinking Fund, which his Officers may levy according 
to the' Laws ‘in Being, he finds himfelf provided of a 
Revenue furficient to fupport his Goverriment, without 
, G¢g ; the 
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the Afiftance of Parliaments, and therefore he will re- 
folve to govern without them, if they but once begin to 
thwart any of his Meafures. 

-I know it will be told me, that it would be as illegal 
and criminal to apply the Revenue of the Sinking Fund 
to the current Service of the Year without the Autho- 
tity of Parliament, as it would be to levy Taxes with- 
out any fuch Authority: But there is a very great Dif- 
ference between the two Cafes ; in levying a Tax con- 
trary to Law, every Officer employ’d, knows that he 
aéts with a Rope about his Neck, and therefore it would 
be difficult for the moft powerful Prince to get Officers 
that. would be employ’d in the levying fuch Taxes ; 
whereas in levying thofe Taxes appropriated to the 
Sinking Fund, every Under-Offcer aéts according to 
Law, there is no Man guilty of any Crime as to the 
levying of them; there are none guilty but a few of 
the chief Officets, who agree to or connive at the Mif- 
application. 

Another material Difference there is between thofe 
two Cafes. The levying of any Tax contrary to Law; 
gives immediately the Alarm to the whole Nation both 
poor and rich; every Man thinks he is robb’d of his 
Property, if he is obliged to pay the moft trifling 
Tax without the Authority of Parliament ; and as the 
whole People in the Nation would on fuch an Occa- 
fion take the Alarm, fo it would be eafy to ftop fuch a 
Prince in the Beginning of his tyrannical Career bes 
fore he could have Time to fix himfelf in Arbitrary 

ower. , But though an ambitious Prince and his Mini- 
fters fhould mifapply the Produce of the Sinking Fund, 
by converting it to the current Service of the Year, the 
Body of the People would be no ways alarmed, they 
would not think themfelves any way hurt, becaufe 
they would find that they were not obliged to pay any 
Taxes but thofe which they knew to be due by Law ; on 
the contrary, they would, probably be well pleafed with 
the new Sort of Government, becaufe they would find 
theimfelves, for fone Time at leaft, free from the Pay- 
ment of thofe Taxes which had formerly been annually 
raifed by Parliament; and thus, before the Body of 
the People could be made fenfible of the Fyranny they 
were under, the Arbitrary Power of the Prince would 
be eflablifhed, and the Fetters of Slavery riveted upon 
the People. I cannot but dread the Confequences uf 
the Refolution now before us, and therefore I could not 

let 
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let flip this Opportunity of again declaring my Diffent 
to it. 





William Shippen, Efqs 
{As foon as this Gentleman ’rofe up, Mr. Danvers mor 
ved for clearing the Galleries of all fuch as were not 
Members, which being done accordingly, Mr. Shippen 
went on in Subftance as follows. } 


SIR, 

HERE was no Occafion for fo great and folemn a 

Preparation for what I have to fay ; but as I did 
Not take the Liberty to give you any Trouble on Friday 
Jaft in the Committee, I will now beg Leave to fay a 
few Words to the Queftion before us. 

I have, in many former Debates in this Houfe, heard 
Parliamentary Faith often mention’d, and much infifled 
on. Particularly I remember, that laft Seffion of Par- 
liament, when it was propofed that Scotland fhould pay 
equally with England, towards a Duty which was then 
raifed, or rather revived, and apply’d to the current 
Service of the Year, a certain honourable Gentleman 
told us, and infifted much upon it, that it was a Breach 
of Parliamentary Faith. I wonder to fee that Gentle- 
man who was laft Year fo nice an Obferver of Parlia- 
mentary Faith, now fo forward for committing what I 
take to be a real Breach of Parliamentary Faith. 

I remember the Time when the Law which we are 
now going to break through, was brought into this 
Houfe; I remember that the Gentleman who brought 
it in, introduced it with the greateft Solemnity : He 
told us, that it was to be looked on as a fundamental 
Law of the Realm, and that therefore it was to be al- 
ways had in the greateft Reverence and Efteem; that 
no Attempt was ever to be made for encroaching upon or 
altering it; that it wasa Law which was always to be. 
deemed facred ; and that the Surylufes or Exceffes of 
the Funds thereby eftablifhed were always to be reli- 
gioufly preferved, and appropriated to the paying off 
the Debts of the Nation: He then faid, that it was upon 
the ftrig&t and religious Obfervance of this Law, that 
the Credit and the future Happinefs and Glory of this 
Nation entirely depended 5 and in purfuance of what he 
faid, the Words of the Law were made very plain and 
exprefs, that .all the Exceffes and Surplufes there men- 
tion’d, fhould be appropriated to the difcharging the 
Priacipal and Intereft of fuch National Debts as were 
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incurred before the 25th of December 1716, and were 
declared to be National Debts, and not provided. for 
by Parliament, in. fuch Manner as fhould be direéted by 
any future A&t, and ta on for. no other Ufe whatever: 

« Thefe are the Words of that Law, and by thefe Words 
it is plain that the Sinking Fund is not abfolutely at the 
Difpofal of Parliament 5 the Parliament may direé& 
what Debts are to be paid off, but the Parliament can- 
not dire&t thofe Surplufes and Exceffes to another Ufe 
befides that of paying the National Debts before the’ 
Year 1716, without repealing that Law ; and as all the 
Publick Creditors have as much a Right to have their: 
Principal paid as their Intcreft, we certainly cannot di- 
‘vert that Fund which. is. appropriated for the Payment: 
of their Principal without their Confent,.na more than 
we can divert thofe Funds which are apprepriated to- 
wards the Payment of their Intereft ; it isa-Breach of 
Parliamentary Faith inthe one Cafe as well as in the 
other. I¢ is to be prefumed, that it.was upon the Faith 
of this Law, that. fo many became foan afterwards Pur- 
chafers of our publick Funds, by which we; have fince 
been enabled»to reduce the Intereft payable. upon them, 
and have thereby confiderably:increafed this.fame Sink- 
ing Fund 3 and can it be faid, that Parliamentary Faith 
is cbferved towards thofe Purchafers, if withqut. their 
Confent that Law be broke through; which was: the: 
greateft; perhaps the only Temptation for them to pur- 
chafe ? >. r 

Iam really furprized to hear Gentlemen argue as they 
do upon the: prefent Subje& 5; but I remember that the 

Author of, or at Jeaft he who brought in that Law, 
‘was a Country Gentleman, and therefore I do not at all, 
wonder to fee a Minifter of State endeavour tq tear dewn, 
any Monument that was ereéted by a Ceuntry. Gentle- 
man 3; but I would have Gentiemen refleét, that he that 
pulls. down 2 Monument ef Glory, ereéts thereby..to 
himfelf.a Monument of Infamy. For my Part; l-have 
always been a Country Gentleman in this Houfe;: I am 
afraid, afraid I ought not to fay, for I defire to continue ; 
always to be a Country Gentleman ; and therefore Iam: 
for preferving entire and inviolated this Monument of : 
Glory, which was ere&ted by an honeft Country Gentle-" 
tleman.; and. for this. Reafon I. cannot agree with the 
Committee in the Refalution now before us, _ 





‘Sir: 
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; Sir William Yonge. 
SIR, 
_A S we had the'Sentiments of mot Gentlerien on thé 

Subject now before ‘us laft Friday ‘in the Commit- 
tee, I was in Hopes that the Refolution would now 
have been agreed'to without any further Debate, but F 
find it is otherwife. An honourable Gentlemai over 
the Way pretends to be im great Fear; and to dread dan- 
gerous Confequences: from this: Refolution ; but how 
that or any other Gentleman can be at prefent under 
any. fuch Apprehenfion, I cannot comprehend ; there 
cannot be the leaft Reafon, or fo much as any Colour of 
Reafon, for fach} as long as the prefent Royal Family 
pefieffes the Throne of thefe Kingdoms; it cah never 
be fufpe&ted that his prefent Majefty, or any of his il- 
luftrious Family, will ever think Parliaments ufelefs, 
or make any Attempt for laying them afide; fuch a 
Thing might, indeed, very probably happen, if by a 
Revolution, a Revolution I fay, for I fhail never give 
it the Name of. a Reftoration, the Pretender to his Mu- 
jefty’s Crown, or any of his- Defcendents, fhould get 
the Poffeffiun of the Throne, the Creditors of the Pub- 
lick might then, indeed, defpair of ever having either 
their Principal or their Intereft, they would then be 
teld: that'none of the :publick Debts ought to be paid, 
becaufe they were all contra&ed without any lega) Au- 
thority, and for keeping the rightful Heir from the 
Crown: Parliamentary Faith would then, indeed, be 
laughed at, and thofe Taxes, which are now appropria- 
ted and faithfully apply’d to the Payment of the pub- 
lick Creditors, would then-be all at once converted to 
the-Sypport-of Tyranny and Arbitrary Power. 

This would certainly be the- fatal Confequences of 
fuch an unhappy Revolution ; but how invidious is it, 
fo much as to fufpeét any fuch Defignin his Majefty, 
or any of his Family who fhall fucceed to the Crown, 
‘Fheir Title, their Right to the Crown, flows from the 
Authority of Parliament, and entirely depends upon 
the Prefervation of our prefent happy Conftitution ; 
how then ‘can it be fuppofed that they will deftroy Par- 
liaments, fince by the DeftruGtion of them, they would 
certainly deflroy themfelves ? But I find thofe ground- 
Jefs Jealoufies and Fears are pretended not only in this 
Houfe, but they are induftrioufly fpread through all 
Parts of the Nations for I had myfelf a Letter — 
rom 
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from the Corporation I have the Honour to reprefent, 
defiring me not to confent to any Extenfion of the Ex- 
cife Laws, becaufe our Parliaments would be thereby 
render’d ufelefs: This Letter came to me by the Poft, 
but by whom it was wrote I do not know ; howeyer, 
from thence I conclude, that it has been reprefented to 
the People in that Country, that if a certain Scheme 
now upon the Anvil fhould fucceed, Parliaments would 
be render’d quite ufelefs, and would be Jaid afide. The 
Vulgar and the Ignorant People may be poffeffed with 
fuch Fears ; fuch Pretences may be made Ufe of among 
them, but I little expetted to have heard any fuch Ar- 
guments made Ufe of in this Houfe. 

Iam, indeed, furprized to hear it fo much as infinu- 
ated that the prefent Refolution is any Breach of Parlia- 
mentary Faith, or that the publick Creditors have a 
Right to demand that no Part of the Sinking Fund can 
be apply’d to any Thing but to their Payment. The 
Cafe of the Sinking Fund is very different from thofe 
Taxes which are appropriated towards the Payment of 
their Intereft: It was upon the- Faith of this laft Ap- 
Propriation, that they lent their Money, and therefore 
they cannot be diverted to any other Ufe without their 
Confent ; but the Sinking Fund was eftablifhed long 
after, there was no Money lent to the Publick by any 
Man upon the Faith of that Fund ; and therefore it is 
entirely at the Difpofal of Parliament; the Legiflature 
may convert it to any Ufe they pleafe, without the 
Confent of any Man, or of any Body, of Men ; as to the 
Difpofal thereof, we are under no Reftaint but that of 
the Publick Good ; and as I am convinced that what is 
Propofed by this Refolution is the beft Thing we can 
do for the publick Good, therefore I fhall be for agree- 
ing with our Committee. 





. William Pulteney, Efqs 
STR, yy ENG 
Fas Fears which my honourable Friend has ex- 
prefled, are moft juft and reafonable, however 

groundlefs they may at prefent appear to the Gentleman 
who fpoke Jaft. His prefent Majefty is known to us, 
we know that all his Defigns are juft and honourable, 
and we know that he will not allow himfelf to be mif- 
led by any guilty Minifter; he is too good to think of 
trampling upon the Rights and Liberties of the Subje&, 
for the Sake of proteSting any high Criminal whatever. . 

: But 
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But we cannot certainly know what is to happen here- 
after ; we cannot depend on the Difpofitions, the Hu- 
mours, or the Defigns of all the Princes, even of the 
prefent Royal Family, that may in Courfe fucceed 
to one another. Who knows but a Prince not yet 
born, may arife, even of the prefent Royal Family, 
who finding himfelf poffeffed of a Revenue which he 
may raife by Virtue of the Laws in Being, and which 
he knows to be fufficient for the Support of his Govern- 
ment without any Affiftance from Parliament, may from 
thence conclude, that Parliaments are ufelefs to him, 
and therefore refolve to lay them afide. The prefent 
Royal Family has as good a Right to the Crown, as 
ever any Family had that fway’d the Scepter of this 
Kingdom ; their Right to the Crown no more depends 
upon Parliaments, than the Right of any former Royal 
Family ever did; and yet we know that fome of our 
former Kings have had Views of overturning the Rights 
and the Liberties of the People. The only Barrier 
againft fuch Defigns, is to take all proper Care that it 
fhall never be in any future Prince’s Power: This is 
what has hitherto preferved our Liberties, and this is 
our only Security in Time to come. 

The honourable Gentleman has, I do not know how, 
lugged in the Pretender to this Debate; I am fure the 
mentioning of that Bugbear was as foreign to the Sub- 
je& in hand, as it ever can be to any Debate that can 
happen in this Houfe ; but is the Pretender the only 
Perfon we have to fear? No, there is no Prince in Exe 
rope from whom we have lefs to fear than from him; he 
has fo little Power or Intereft in this Nation, that our 
Liberties can never be in any Danger from him, and I 
hope the prefent Royal Family will always be fo fully 
poffefied of the Hearts and Affections of the People, 
that it never will be in the Pretender’s Power to do us 
any Harm. The only Hopes he can ever have, mutt 
arife from the arbitrary Defigns of the Prince npon the 
Throne, and therefore we ought carefully to avoid all 
thofe Meafures which may give a Foundation for the 
forming of any fuch Defigns in any Time to come, 





Sir William Wyndham. 


SIR 
| Did not defign to have given the Houfe any Touble 
this Day ; but fuch Infinuations are thrown out, and 

fo often repeated by fome Gentlemen in this Houfe, as 8 
cannot 
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cannot with Patience fit fill and hear. I generally ob- 
ferve, that when proper Anfwers cannot: be made to 
what Gentlemen advance, then Facobitifn ia brought ins 
and becaufe fome Gentlemen in this Houfe take the Li- 
berty to differ fram ethers, therefore they muft be taxed 
with the terrible Name of Facobite 5 I with that Gentle: 
men would refolve for the future always to give us Ar- 
guments, and not Names, for the Support of their Opi+ 
nions. For my own Past, I will leave it to the wholé 
World to judge who moft purfue the Principles of the 
Revolution, They. who are for fupporting the Govern+ 
ment in that Way which is moft a and leaft burthens 
fome to the People, or they who are for doing it ina 
Way which is fo odious and fo burthenfom to the whole 
Nation, 3 

Whenever there are any juft Fears of the Pretenders 
if, there, ever fhall happen to be any real Defigns in hit 
Favour, which I hope never will, then I -fhall do as E 
always have done, I fhall fhew by my A&tions what my 
Principles are. I believe I ftand in the Opinion of 
Mankind acquit of any Imputation of Facobitifm, as 
mouch ag the honourable Gentleman over the Way, or 
any Gentleman in this Houfe; and therefore, I as much 
defpife. the Imputation, as I defpife being elways a 
fervile Affentator to every Thing propofed by the Ad+ 
miniftration. But-asfuch Infinuations have been often 
thrown out againft me in this Houfe, I muft let Gentle- 
men know that it isa Treatment which.I think incon- 
fiftent with the. Dignity of this Houfe, and a Treat- 
ment which I wili no longer bear with. 





William Shippen, Efgs 
_ SIR, 

Believe I have no Occafion to make any Profeffions 

of whet lam; but I muft take Notice, that: in pris 
vate. Life, any voluntary Securities: that’ may. be granted 
to Creditors after the borrowing of their Money, are’ as 
binding upon the Granter, and ought-to be as religiouf- 
ly obferved, as thofe that were granted at the Time the 
Money was lent: This is certainly. the Cafe as to all 
private. Affairs, and I cannot think but that the Cafe 
is the fame with refpeé to publick Tranfaftions. I do 
not know but that fome Gentlemen in this Houfe may 
be offended at my fo much as mentioning the Reign 
King James II. yet upon the prefent Occafion' k m 
Mention it ; and the-Obfervation I thall make is, that 
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that uofortunate Prince took inahy wtong Stepé, tari 
himfelf into gteat Diffictilties, and at Jatt loft his Crown, 
by following too implicitly the wicked Councils of a 
bad Minifter,; and ‘that -very Misifter moft bafely be- 
‘ray’d, and at Jaft deferted his Mafter: One of the 
‘preateft Misfortunes of that Prince, and that which con- 
Friburd mott to hig Overthrow, was, his keeping up a 

anding Arty in Time of Peace; he did it; indeed, 
without the Confent of Parliament, btit he did it at his 
own Expence, he did it without laying any Charge 
pon his People ; ahd he did it without Confent of Par« 
liament, becaufe he could not find a Parliament mierve- 
nary and corrupt endugh to give theit Confeiit. 





Befides the Gentlemén abeve mention’d, Mi. Char- 
tellor of the Exchequer, and the Lord Tyrconnel fpoke a 
little in Favour of the Refolutiotis arid Thomas Wynds 
ham, Efq; fpoke againft it. And at laft the Queftion 
‘being put, it was carry’d to agree with the Committee 
without any Divifion : After which, the Queftion was 

ut upon the fecond Refolution, and agreed to without 

ppofition. 


Next Day, viz. Feb. 27, the Order of the Day for 
the Gall of the Houfe was read, dnd a Motion being 
‘made for adjourning it “till that Day Fortnight, Sir 
‘Fohn Rufhout ftood up, and fpoke in Subftance as follows : 


ben ee 
i do hot rife tip ‘to oppofe pitting off the Call of the 
Houfe ’till this Day Fortnight, that I fhal! eafily 
agree with 3 but there being,-as I imagine, a certain 
Scheme or Projeét to be brotigtit into this Houfe, which 
feemns to be of very great Confequence to the whole 
Nation, I with that the Call of the Houfe may be aj- 
ole to be about thé Time that that Scheme is¢ to be 
aid before us. For niy Part, I know nothing about it, 
“I canhot tell when we are to have the Pleafure of fee- 
‘ing that famotis Proje&t ; but I wifh that fome Genttle- 
‘man who knows morte of it than Ido, would get up and 
fix a Day when he thinks it will be brougtit in, and 
then tfiove that the Call of the Houfe may be put off 
*till that Day, of till fomte Day ‘about that Time. 
| We Have been long in Expettation of feeing this glo- 
“ tlous Scheme which ig to render us all compleatly hap- 
py 3 Wé have waited for it with Impatience ever a 
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the Beginning of this Seflion of Parliament; we ima- 
gined, as had been infinuated to us in.the preceding Sef- 
fion, that it was to come in lieuof the One Shilling in 
the Pound Land Tax, asa Supply for thé current Ser- 
wice of the Year 3 but in this we are difappointed, that 
- Meafure has, it feems, been alter’d, and we have feen 
this Eafe as to the Land Tax otherways fuppy’d., I di 
not know whether the Scheme itfelf has Jately met wi 

any Alterations or Amendments, but I hope, if it be 
to.be Jaid before us this Seflion, that it will not be put 
off ’till towards the End of the Seffion, when Gentlemen 
are tired out with Attendance, and obliged to return 

home to mind their,own private Affairs. If a Scheme © 
of that Confequence be at all brought in, it certainty 
ought to be brought in when the Houfe,is full, that it 
aay, be confider’d.and approv’d or rejeéted. by as many 
Members as can poflibly be brought together. As foon 
as the Time for its being brought in fhall be fixed, and 
the Call of the Houfe accordingly appointed, then Z 
fhall take the Liberty to move for Letters to the She- 
riffs, as has been often praétifed on the like Occafions, .. 





Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
SIR, 

S to the Scheme mention’d by the honourable Gen- 
tleman who {poke laft, it is certain that I havea 
Scheme, which I intend very fodn to lay before you. 
Iam refolved very foon to make a Motion for this Houfe 
to go into a Committee of the whole Houfe on: fome- 
thing or another 3 I have not, indeed, as yet.fully de- 
termin’d what my Motion fhall be, but 1 fuppofe ‘it 
will be for this Houfe to.go into a Committee on the 
State of the publick Revenue, or on the Frauds com- 
mitted in the colleéting thereof, or on the Frauds com- 
mitted in fome particular Branch or Branches of , the 
Revenues it muft be, I believe, a Motion to fome fuch 
Purpofe : If the Call of the Houfe be appointed for this 
Day Fortnight, 1 believe I thall be fuily determin’d 
between this and that Time, and fo be able to move 
for fome fuch Committee 5 the Houfe may then appoint 
a Day for going into the Committee. moved for, that fo . 
every Member may have Notice to attend if he pleafes. 

__ I do not defire, I never did defire to furprife this 
Houfe in any Thing, nor had L, thank God, ever any 
Oceafion to ufe the iow Art of taking Advantage of the 
End ef the Seffion for any Thing I -had to propofe, er 
343 f wou 
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would propofe to this Houfe ; but when the Houle does 
refolve itfelf into fome fuch Committee as I now men- 
tion, I will then lay before that Committee a Scheme 
which I have long thought of, which is, I am convin- 
ced, for the Good of the Nation, and which, if agreed 
to, will improve both the Trade of the Nation and the 
publick Reyenue. FE never had any Intention to pro- 
pofe it asa Supply for the current Service of the Year ; 
T was always fenfible that no fuch Thing could be done ; 
but if it be agreed to, and if upon a Trial it be found 
to bring in any Addition to the publick Revenue, this 
Houfe may then difpofe of that Increafe in the follow. 
ing Seffion of Parliament as they thail judge proper ; 
vei then it cannot be appropriated, becaufe ’till then 
it cannot be known what the Amount may be, When 
the Amount of the Increafe of the Revenue thereby is 
once afcertained, that Increafe may then be brought in 
Aid of the One Shilling in the Pound Land Tax, and 
thereby that Eafe may be continu’d to the poor Lang- 
holders for Years to come, if fo the future Parliaments 
fhalf think fit. 

As for the Scheme’s having receiv’d Alterations and 
Amendments, J do not know but it may; I never 
thought myfelf fo wife as to ftand in no Need of Afi- 
ftance ; on the contrary, I am always ready to receive 
Advice and Inftruétion from others, and I fhall always 
be ready to add, to alter, or to amend any Thing I have 
thought of, by the Advice, and upon the Information 
of thofe who are converfunt in fuch Affairs. As to the 
Scheme now taik’d of, I have not only examin’d it by 
myfelf as thoroughly as I could, but I have taken from 
others all the Affiftance and Advice I could get ; and in 
all my Enquiries in Relation thereto, I have chofé to 
confult with thefe who, I knew, had a perfest Know- 
ledge of fuch Affairs, and had no particular Interg{t in 
View, nor any private End to ferve ; from thofe who 
may have By-Ends of their own, I never can expect im- 
partial Counfel, and therefore I have in this, as wel! ae 
every other Affair, thought it ridiculous to ask their 
‘Advice. Such as it is, I fhall be foon ready to lay it 
before you ; then I fhall give you all the Information § 
have bad in the Affair, and will be moft ready to hear 
and receive ali the Information or Inftruftion that can 
be given by any Gentteman in this Houfe. 

t is certain that there are daily very great Frauds 
committed in’ the-colleGting of ‘the publick Hevesas, 
Hhz an 
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and if any Way can be fallen on to prevent thofe Frauds, 
and to enable the Publick to receive what it is now 
juftly and legally entitled to, fuch a Proje&t ought to 
be embrac’d, and the Author thereof, whoever he may 
be, would deferve the Thanks of his Country; for it 
would not only be a great Advantage to the publick 
Revenue, but to every honeft and fair Trader in the 
Wation ; becaufe that wherevér a Tax is laid on, and 
not collested regularly and duly from every Man fub- 
je&t thereto, it is really making the fair Trader pay to 
the Publick, what the fraudulent Trader turns into his 
own private Pocket, and thereby the Smuggler is ena- 
bled to underfell the fair Trader in every Commodity, 
he deals in ; by which all the fair Traders in the Na- 
tion muft be at laft ruin’d and undone, 


Sir William Wyndham, 





SIR 

Have not the Honour of being let into the Secret of 

this extraordinary Scheme, I do not as yet know what 
it is; but by all that I could ever yet hear of it, I be- 
lieve, when it is laid before us; the Queftion thereon 
will appear to be, Whether we fhall facrifice the Con 
ftitution to the preventing of Frauds in the Revenye? 


This I take to be a very material Queftion, and therefore 
I think it is abfolutely neceffary to have a full Houfe ; 
for which Reafon, I fhall be not only for Letters to the 
Sheriffs, but alfo I hope that every Gentleman in this 
Houfe will write to fuch of his Friends in the Country 
as are Members, and intreat them to give Attendance on 
¢hat important Day, 


Sir Sfohn Barnard, 

SI &, 
A 7 HEN the honourable Gentleman is prepared to 
Jay his Scheme before us, I hope he will move 
for fome general Committee 5 if he does, I hall not 
give the Houfe any Trouble ; but if he moves for a 
Committee to confider the Frauds in any particylar 
Branch of the Revenye, J fhall take the Liberty to op. 
pale it, becaufe there are Frauds in every Beupeh of the 
evenue; gnd perhaps J fhall be able to thew, that 
there are as many Frauds in other Branches of the Re- 
venue, as there are in thofe which the honourable Gen- 
tleman has a Mind now.to take a particular Notice of. 


# mutt think that the attaching our Enquirics at prelens 
vas - 
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to the Frauds committed in any particular Branch, is 
like fingling out a Deer from the Flock, in order to be 
hunted down); fhe is to be the firft Sacrifice, but the 





- whole Flock are to be hunted down at laft; This, I be- 


lieve, is the.Cafe, and if I have been rightly informed, 
this Sche-ne in its firft Conception, was for a general 
Alteration of the Method of colle&ing the publick Re- 
venue : It was for aGeneral Excife ; but that, it feems, 
was afterwards thought too much at ance, and therefore 
we are now, jt feems, to fingle out only one or two 
Branches, in order that they may be firft hunted downs 
but the very fame Reafon that may prevail with us te 
fubje&t any one Branch of the Revenue to the Laws of 
Excife, may afterwards prevail with us to fubjes every 
Branch to thofe Arbitrary Laws ; and as fuch Laws are, 
in.my Opinion, abfolutely inconfiftent with Liberty, 
therefore I muft think -that the Queftion upon his 
Scheme, even alter’d as it feems it is, will be, Whether 
we fhall endeavour to prevent Frauds ia the colleéing 
of the Publick Revenues, at the Expenee of the Liber- 
ties of the People ? 

For my own Part, I never was guilty of any Fraud 5 
I put it to any Man, be he who he will, to accufe me 
of fo much as the Appearance of a Fraud in any Trade 
I was ever concern’d in; I am refolyed never to be 
guilty of any Fraud. It is very true, that thefe Frauds 
are a very great Prejudice to all fair Traders, and there- 
fore 1 fpeak againft my own Intereft, when I fpeak 
againft any Method that may tend towards preventing 
of Frauds ; but I fhall neyer put my private Intereft 
in Ballance with the Intereft or Happinefs of the Na- 
tion: J had rather beg my Bread from Door to Door, 
and fee my Country flourifh, than be the greateft Sub- 
je& in the Nation, and fee the Trade of my Country 
decaying, and the People enflaved and opprefied, 


Henry Pelham, Efq; 
SIR, ee ee 
With this Scheme, be what it will, were laid before 


us 3 for till it is, I believe we fhall every Day be 
falling into fome Debate or other about it, without 


_ Knowing any Thing of it. I do not know, where the 


honoyrable Gentleman who fpoke laft got his Informa, 
tion ; but as I have had the Honour ta converfe fomer 
imes with thofe who always knew. moft of this Scheme, 
i fan affure him that there neyer. was any Such Thing 
ue intented 








246 The Hiftorical Regier N°LXXI 


intended as a General Excife, nor was there ever any 
Defign of making.a general Alteration in the Method 
of colleéting the Publick Revenue. But F fhall not at 
ent fay any Thing further wpon the Sabjea, becawfe 
think it a little odd to enter into Debates about what 
we know nothing of, ; 





Mr. Alderman Perry tikewife {poke in Vindication of 
the Merchants dealing in’ the Wine and Tobacco Trade. 
After which the Queftion was put, and the Call of the 
Houfe was put off ’till that Day Fortnight ; and it was 
order’d, * That no Member of the Houfe fhould pre- 
© fume to go out of Town without Leave of the Houfe ; 
© that no Leave fhould be asked for any Member to go 
© out of Town, but between the Hours of One and Two ; 
© and that Mr. Speaker fhould write Circular Letters to 
© the Sheriffs and Stewards of the feveral Counties of 
© Great Britain, requiring the Attendance of the Mem- 
“ bers on that Day Fortnight ; and that the Houfe 
© would proceed with the utmoft Severity againft fuch 
© Members as fhould not then attend the Service of the 
“ Houfe.” Then 

Mr. Sandys, moved for the Houfe to refolve, that 
fuch Members of that Houfe, who fhould abfent them: 
felves without Leave ef the Houfe, fhould be ‘reputed 
Deferters of their Truft, and Negleéters of that Duty 
they owed to that Houfe and their Country. Where- 
upon feveral Members got up, fome of whom, as may 
be prefumed, to have feconded this Motion, but Horatio 
Walpole, Efq; was pointed to, who faid, That he was 
againft the Motion the honourable Gentleman had been 
pleafed to make, as being a very extraordinary one, 
and fuch as there was then no Occafion for, and therefore 
he moved for the Order of the Day, which Motion was 
immediately feconded. 

Sir John Rufhout faid, That the Motion his Friend 
had been pleafed to make, was perhaps a little éxtraor- 
dinary, but it was upon a very extraordinary Occafion, 
Ho not without Precedent, and therefore he would be 

r if. 

Sir William Yonge faid, That an honourable Gentle- 
man had faid, that every one of them ought to write to 
their Friends in the Country, and defire them to give 
Attendance; but if the Motion then made fhould be 
agreed to, they might, in his Opinion, fave themfelves 
the Trouble, for that no Member then in the sapaare: 
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would think he had one Friend inthe Houfe, if any 
fuch ’Refolution fhould be made againft Aim. 

Mr. Sandys faid, That what he had moved for, was 
fo far from being without Precedent, that there was a 
Precedent for it but very lately, and that was in the 
famous Cafe of Dr. Sacheverel ; when that Affsir was 
befere the Houfe, there was fuch a Refolution made, 
and from thence it was that he toek the very Words 
ef the Motion he had then made. | 

Then the Queftion was put, upon the Motion for the 
Order of the Day, becaufe of jts having been feconded 
before the other Motion was feconded, and that being 
carry’d in the Affirmative, the other was in ‘Courfe 
dropp’d. 





On the 23d of February, the Penfion Bill was read 
the. firft Time-inthe Houfe of Lords, and after fome 
Debate, a Motion was made rejefting it, upon which it 
was moved to order, thatthe fame -fhould be read a2d 
Time on the Tuefday following, and after further De- 
bate, the Queition was put, Whether the {aid Bill{bould 
be read'a.2d Time ? Which was refolw’d in the Negative 
by 68 to 25 3 whereupon a Proteft was enter’d, for the 
Reafons ‘enter’d in the Journals of that Houfe the artt 
of March 1729,,and the 24 @f March 1730, and this 
Taft ‘Protett was figned by the noble Lords following, 
Viz. ve ' 

Scarfdale, ~ Coventry, Litchfiel 
Northampton, Berkflite, Bruce, % 
Fol. . Gower, Bridgewater, 
Strafferd, Oxford and Bathur ft, 
Aylesford, “MorTimer, Montjoy, _ 


On the jth of April there was laid before the Moule 
of Lords, according to their Defire, the following State, 
Wien ' “ - - 
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Since we're oblig’d, for want of Room, to poftpone 
the enfuing Debates of Parliament, on the famous Bill 
for an-Inland Duty, Gc. tothe next Quarter, the faid 
Bill being propos’d to prevent the Frauds and Abufes 
committed in the Cuftoms, it may not be improper to 
give an Abftraét of the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to infpe&t into the Frauds and Abufes above 
mention’d, taade by Sir Zohn Cope the 7th of “fune laft, 
to this Effect. 





HE Committee, to avoid Confufion in their En- 

‘ quiry, have examin’d the Frauds committed in 
each Branch of the Revenue fingly 3 and obferving that 
their Information related chiefly to Frauds in the To- 
bacco Trade, they proceeded in that Branch firft. They 
take Notice of: the great Care and Caution that is ufed 
by the Commifiionets in appointing Numbers of Officers 
aver a Ship from her Arrival in the River till fhe is 
brought to the Keys to unlade her Freight, to prevent 
any Tobacco being landed without paying or fecuring 
the Duties. Notwithftanding which they have full 
Proof of many notorious Frauds. 

The fetting down in the Land-waiter’s Books lefs 
Weight than the Hogfheads imported do really weigh, 
is one of the principal Complaints made by the Mer- 
chants at Briftol in 1721 ; and was this Year made by 
the Planters in Virginia, by their Agent Sir‘Fohn Ran- 
dolph, who informed the Committee, that the ufual 
Weights in Virginia were and are from 800 to 950 
Pounds, that the utmoft Allowance for Wafte in the 
Voyage was 8 /. on every hundred Weight, but believes 
it cannot be fo much, having an Account of his own 
frém Briftol, where he finds a Wafte of no moré than 15 
Pounds in a Hogfhead of 800 Weight. 

The Hogtheads imported from Maryland, weigh at a 
Medium, 700 72. Weight. . 

in une 1727, John Midford imported, in the Wm 
and Fane, from Virginia, 301 Hogfheads, the Weight of 
which, as taken by the Land-waiters, was 199,257 /2. wt. 

The true Weights: 230,150 1b. wt. 

Difference, (the Duty of whichloft) 30,893 Id. wt. 

In 1729, the Weights of 17 Hog theads 
as taken in the Land-waiters Book, a- > 8961 Jb. wt. 
— only tt ————— Ts 

The real Weights of the fame, as b 
¢he Account of Sales, were ound 7} 12334 tb. wt. 


Difference 
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i of which was 
cay rome (the Duty h wrt 3373 ib. we. 

The Medium of 355 Hogfheads imported in the fame 
Ship, of which thefe 17 were part, being no more than 
521 1b. wt. there is Reafon to believe the like Fraud 
was committed in the whole Parcel. 

An Account of Sales deliver’d to a Planter in Virgi- 
nia, fhews, that four Hogfheads were charged in the 
Land-waiters Books 483 14. wt. lefsthan the real Wts. 

Mr. Randolph acquainted the Committee with a 
Fraud, fince 1726, by fhort. Weights at Entry of 485 
Hogfheads of Mary!and Tobacco, whereby the Merchant 
got 30 Hogfheads clear of Duty. 

Mr. Philpot has made another Difcovery of the fame 
Nature, and by comparing the Land-waiters Books, we 
have room to fufpeét many more of like Sort. 

Some of the Frauds at Exportation, in order to obtain 
Debentures which the Exporters are not legally entitled 
to, are by fhipping corrupt or damaged Tobacco, mixed 
with Dirt, Rubbifhyand Sand; and by thipping Stalks 
alone, ftripped from the Leaf, which by Law are to re- 
ceive no Drawback. : 

In the Year 1704, or 1705, Tho. Parr, Efqs of Datchet, 
had configned to his Care in Holland, 8 or 900 Hogf- 
heads of Roll Tobacco, in each of which Rolls was con- 
taineda Piece of Lead of 2 or 3 Inches thick, and 6 or 
7 Inches long, for which the Merchants had obtained a 
- Drawback for the Duty as Tobacco. » 

But one of the greateft Frauds on Exportation is, by 
the unfair Traders endorfing on the Back of their Co- 
quets greater Weights than the Hogfheads contained, and 
fo difcharging Bonds for more than the real Exporta- 
tion ; whereby large Quantities of Tobacco will remain 
in their Hands without Payment of Duty. 

May 12, 1733, an Entry was made by one Cox of 8084 
2, wt.of Roll Tobacco for Exportation; but, on Exa- 
mination there was no more than 6825 /b. wt. upon 
which the whole Quantity was feized. 

In September 1732, Mr. Peele entered in the ‘James 
and Mary, from Maryland, 310 Hogfheads of Tobacco, 
for which he paid the Duty in ready Money ; near 200 
Hogfheads of which he fold in Ofétober following, to 
Mr. Hyam for Exportation, and they were immediately 
exported. It appears on thefe 200 Hogfheads, that the 
Duties paid at Importation, according to the Weights 
ja the Land-waiters Books, were fhort of the rea! Wts 


by 
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by 13292/4. Itappears on Exportation, that the Cer- 
tificates fworn to by William. €ameron for Mr. Peele, to 
obtain Debentures, was to difcharge Bonds given on a 
former Entry for Virginia Tobacco, imported in No- 
vember 1731. That the Endorfement on the Coquet, 
made by Mr. Peele, in order to receive the Debentures, 
exceeded the real Weights aftually fhipped, by 8288/2, 
fo that the Total of the Pounds Weight intended to be 
gained by this Fraud, amounts to 21580 14, 

Another Fraud the Committee take Notice-of, is, that 
of Relanding, after having Debentures for the Draw- 
backs; which Tobacco fo relanded is fold for home 
Confumption under the Market-Price, in Prejudice to 
the fair Trader. Of this they give feveral Inftances, 
particularly in the Ifles of Guernfey, Ferfey, and Man. 
Mr. Howel, who lived many Years in Flanders, has 
frequently obferved feveral Quantities of Tobocco im- 
Ported into Offend and Dunkirk, and there repacked in 
Bales of 100 /b. wt. each, and then again put on Board: 
Englifh and Irifh Veflels, that waited there for that Pure 
pofe, and were employed in relanding it in England and 
dreland. About 12 Months ago nine Britifh Veifels were 
— in Cargoes of Tobacco for this Purpofe at Dun- 
kirk. 

The Veffels employ’d thus in the Smugling Trade, 
take out Clearances for the Ports of Spain, Portugal, or 
fome other foreign Country, in order to produce, in 
Cafe they are met with on the Coatt of Britain or Ireland. 

There have likewife been confiderable Quantities of 
Tobacco trun without paying of Duty; of this Kind 
have been feized and condemned, 958,745 /é.wt. fince 
Chrifimas 1723, including the Tobacco relanded after 
Exportation. 

Another confiderable Fraud, difcover’d in 1728, was, 
the flealing and pilfering Tobacco from Ships in the 
Rivers; this Fraud was called Socking ; and was carried 
on for feveral Years by Tidefmen on Board, Porters on 
the Keys, Mates, Boatfwains and Crews, Lightermen, 
Coopers, and others in the Merchants Service ; On this 
Difcovery, 2 Tidefmen, 1 Cooper, and 2 Lightermen 
were convicted, and order’d for Tranfportation ; 1 Boat- 
fwain, 1 Tidefman, and 1 Porter were whipp’d on the 
Keys; and about 150 Tidefmen and inferior Officers, 
were difmiffed. 20 Tons of Tobacco were feized in 
Houfes by the River-fide 5 of which 22,741 12. wt. was 

; condem- 
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condemned and forfeited. This Tobacco was fold by the 
Receivers to feveral confiderable Dealers in Town. 

The great Temptations to commit thefe Frauds, both 
at Importation and Exportation, arifes from fecuring 
the Duties by bonding, and difcharging thefe Bonds at 
Exportation. The Abufe is, the difcharging Old Bonds 
by new Importations, contrary to Law and Oath; by 
which the Merchant gets into his Hands a confiderable 
Sum of Money to the Hazard of the Revenue. 

Another Lofs to the Nation in general, from this Me- 
thod of Bonding, arifes from the Temptation Factors are 
under to export or fell for Exportation, the Tobacco in 
their Care, without:Regard to Price, and merely to dif- 
charge their Bonds ; whereby foreign Markets are over- 
loaded, the fair Trader underfold, and -the Planter in- 
jur’d in his Sale, and fometimes brought into Debr, 
while the Faétor receives his full Commiffion even for 
the Duty bonded and drawn back, by fuch hafty Expor- 
tations. This appears by the Memorial of the Council 
in Kirginia fent to the Board of Trade in 1713, and con- 
firmed by'Mr. Hyam, and Sir . Randolph. 

The Method of difcharging old Bonds by new Impor- 

ortations, is likewife very injurioys to the Surcties 

und with the Merchants; fince by this Means they 
continue fubje&t to the Debt, long after the Tobacco, for 
the Duties of which they were bound, has been either 
exported, or fold for Home Confumption; which has 
been the Cafe of almoft all who were Security for 
fuch Merchants as died, or broke indebted to the Crown, 
many of whom have been undone thereby. 

The Frauds and Abufes in Teaand Brandy are grown 
tofo great a Height, and carried on in fuch an outrageous 

‘Manner, not only on the Coaft, but.even in London, by 
Gangs of armed Men, as feems to call for the Affiftance 
of. the Legiflature to put a Stop to their Progrefs. The 
Number of Cuftom-houfe Officers who have been bea- 
ten, abufed, and wounded fince Chrifimas 1723, are 
no lefs than 250, and 6 murder’d; no lefs than 251,320 
ib. wt. of Tea and 652,924 Gallons of Brandy feized and 
condemned, and upwards of 2000 Perfons profecuted. 
Befides which 229 Boats and other Veffels have been 
condemned, 185 of which have been burnt, and the 
Remainder employed in the Service the Crown. 

Gabriel Tomkins, a noted Smugier-now in the County 
Goal of Surrey for returning from Tranfportation, deli- 
ver'd in a Lift of feveral Grocers and Shop-keepers in 

Londen, 
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London, Weftminfter, and Southwark, with whom he dealt 
about 3 Years ago for 15 or 20,000/b. wt. of Tea and 
Coffee in a Year. 

In the next Place the Committee enter’d upon the 
Frauds and Abufes in the Cuftoms on Wine, and find 
that no more had been condemned fince Chriftmas 1723, 
than 2208 Hogfheads, altho’ the Commiffioners of the 
Cuftoms in 1725 had received Informations upon Oath, 
that there had been run in Hampjhire, Dorfetfiire and 
Devonfhire from 1723 to 1725, 4738 Hogfheads ; and on 
Enquiry 30 Officers were difmifs’d, and Informations 
enter’d againft 400 Perfons, 38 were committed to Gaol, 
118 admitted Evidence, and 45 compounded for their 
Offences. 

In the Appendix to the Report, the Committee fet 
forth at large their Examinations of feveral Perfons, who 
were either concerned in, or well informed of many no- 
torious Frauds and Abufes in the Cuftoms. Among the 
reft is that of Fofeph Shakell, formerly Warehoufe-keeper 
and Porter to Sir Randolph Knipe. That during the In- 
formant’s 12 Years Employment under Sir Randolph, 
above an Hundred Ships had arrived from Ruffia, Riga, 
and Petersburgh with Hemp and Flax on Sir Kandolph’s 
Account; in fome of which the Land-waiters had al- 
lowed him 20 Tons more than was enter’d, who were 
always paid accordingly. 

Mr. Gilbert Higginfion, who has been in the Tobacco 
Trade about 20 Years, on his Examination, inform’d 
the Committee, that he knows very great Frauds and 
Abufes have been committed, both in the Importations 
and Exportations of Tobacco; but chiefly occafion’d be- 
tween certain Merchants and certain Officers; and he 
really believ’d from particular Informations, fome Per- 
fons have difcharged their Bonds with about 2 thirds of 
the Number of Hogfheads they imported; and that the 
Revenue hath fuffered by fuch Prattices the beft Part of 
100,000 per Annum in this Port of London, for fome 
Years laft paft; befides a great deal of Prejudice done to 
the fair Traders. 

“This Report and Appendix take up 103 Pages in 
Folio, yet the Committee obferve, that the Shortnefs of 
the Seffion would not allow them to make it fo compleat 
as they might otherwife have done, and that the Num- 
ber and Intricacy of the various Frauds render a tho- 
rough Difquifition almoft impra@ticable. 
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